FREEDOM OF RELIGION
Findings

e During the Commission’s 2024 reporting year, the Chinese
Communist Party and government enacted legal provisions
that strengthened control over religious practices, including the
Measures for the Management of Venues for Religious Activities
and the PRC Patriotic Education Law. Since 2018, the Chinese
Communist Party and government have issued several key le-
gal provisions to tighten control over religious activities.

e The five state-recognized religious bodies overseeing
Buddhism, Taoism, Catholicism, Protestant Christianity, and
Islam, each published updated Five-Year Plans for “siniciza-
tion.” Individuals and religious sites were promoted as “models”
of sinicization.

e During this reporting year, the Commission observed the
Chinese government’s efforts to “sinicize” Taoism, emphasizing
Party control and alignment with Party ideology rather than
religious identity. The government also continued to exert pres-
sure on Buddhism to use historical reinterpretation to promote
religious subordination to the Party.

e The Party cracked down on folk religious practices that it
views as potentially undermining its authority.

¢ During this reporting year, four Catholic bishops were conse-
crated with mutual approval from both PRC authorities and the
Holy See, the only appointments made since 2021, while about
40 dioceses remained without leadership. Authorities continued
to hold Catholic clergy in detention or forcibly disappear them
due to their refusal to join the Christian Council of China, in-
cluding Catholic Bishop Shao Zhumin of the Diocese of Wen-
zhou in Zhejiang province.

e The PRC government continued its campaign to remove Is-
lamic architectural elements from mosques or demolish them.
These policies target Hui Muslims and aim to eradicate reli-
gious and cultural distinctiveness while promoting assimilation
with Han Chinese culture. Experts commented that this year
marked the conclusion of the nationwide mosque “sinicization”
campaign, as the last major mosques in China lost their Arabic-
style features.

e The Party exerted pressure on Hong Kong religious com-
munities to conform to the “sinicization” policies of mainland
China, including through continual trips between mainland
China and Hong Kong. Experts on religious freedom and belief
also noted the threat posed to the confidentiality of the Sacra-
ment of Penance with the enactment of the Safeguarding Na-
tional Security Ordinance.

e PRC authorities continued to violate Protestants’ religious
freedom through detention of leaders of unregistered churches,
surveillance of activities and participants, and use other legal
tools to control and punish church leaders. Authorities contin-
ued to order the removal of crosses and other Christian symbols
from church buildings.
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¢ During this reporting year, PRC authorities continued to
monitor, detain, and imprison Falun Gong practitioners, Church
of Almighty God members, and others for being members of
“evil cults” (xiejiao, F8#D). In March 2024, the Commission held
a hearing in which witnesses expressed concerns about possible
forced organ removal from religious and ethnic minorities in
China, including Falun Gong practitioners.
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Introduction

During the 2024 reporting year, the Commission observed per-
sistent violations of religious freedom by the Chinese Communist
Party and government, aimed at consolidating their systemic control
over religious practitioners and communities. Authorities undertook
such efforts on multiple levels by including a provision in the sweep-
ing PRC Patriotic Education Law addressed to religious groups and
institutions; issuing restrictive new regulations governing religious
sites; launching individualized Five-Year Plans for the “sinicization”
of all five state-sanctioned religious bodies; and harshly repressing
unregistered religious believers and communities. The Party and
government also leveraged technology-enhanced censorship and
surveillance tools, alongside more traditional methods of communi-
ty-based monitoring, to maintain control over religious practitioners
and groups and to identify individuals and content deemed to be
threats.

International and Chinese Law on Religious Freedom

International law protects the right to form, hold, and change be-
liefs without restriction while allowing limited constraints on their
outward manifestation in the presence of select justifications.? The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) codify these
principles.2 Article 36 of China’s Constitution guarantees “freedom of
religious belief” and protects “normal religious activities” but leaves
“normal” undefined, allowing the government to stipulate what con-
stitutes “normal” and to circumscribe religious activity beyond what
is codified under the UDHR and ICCPR.3

Since 2018, the Party and government have issued several key
legal provisions to tighten control over religious activities, including:

¢ Revised Regulations on Religious Affairs (2018).4 These
regulations significantly expanded oversight of religious com-
munities, encompassing activities, schools, religious instruction,
and international engagement.® Many provinces and regions
subsequently issued supplementary regulations, further inten-
sifying control over religious groups.®

¢ Measures for the Administration of Religious Person-
nel (2021).7 These measures empowered the National Religious
Affairs Administration (NRAA) to exert greater control over re-
ligious leaders.8 The measures mandated the creation of a data-
base? of recognized religious personnel who must demonstrate
loyalty to the Chinese government by embracing socialism and
supporting Communist Party leadership.l®© The measures em-
phasize resistance to foreign religious influence,!! explicitly pro-
hibiting Chinese clergy from accepting positions with foreign
religious groups or institutions without authorization, or engag-
ing in “any other act that violates the principle of [Chinese]
self-determination.” 12

e Measures for the Administration of Internet Religious
Information Services (2022).13 These measures impose strict
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regulations on online religious content. They require all groups
to register before posting religious material and prohibit for-
eign entities from disseminating such content within China.l4
The measures also ban a wide range of content deemed to un-
dermine national unity and social stability, or promote extrem-
ism, terrorism, separatism, or religious fanaticism, among other
types of content.15

Regulatory and Policy Developments

During the 2024 reporting year, the Party and government en-
acted regulations that strengthened control over religious practices.
On September 1, 2023, the NRAA implemented new Measures for
the Management of Venues for Religious Activities, superseding the
2005 version.16 These measures impose rigorous controls on reli-
gious sites, mandating that all activities align with Party leader-
ship, Chinese Communist Party General Secretary Xi Jinping’s ide-
ology, and socialist values.1?” They also require the establishment of
study groups to promote Party doctrine, further advancing the Par-
ty’s agenda of religious “sinicization” (zhongguohua, F &), charac-
terized in part as strengthening religious believers’ allegiance to the
“great motherland, the Chinese nation, Chinese culture, the Chinese
Communist Party, and socialism with Chinese characteristics.”18

The PRC Patriotic Education Law, issued in October 2023, further
constrains religious freedom in China.!® While only one article di-
rectly addresses religious groups,2° the National Joint Conference of
Religious Groups issued guidelines in January 2024 that significant-
ly impact these communities.2! These guidelines assert the primacy
of the Chinese government over religion, declaring that the author-
ity of the state supersedes religious authority and that state law
trumps religious rules.22 The PRC Patriotic Education Law man-
dates that all religious institutions engage in patriotic education,
emphasizing national consciousness and adherence to socialism.23
The law compelled various religious communities, including Hui
Muslims24 and Christians,25 to integrate patriotic elements into
their practices by holding meetings to study the law and promoting
nationalist songs and sermons.26

Five-Year Plans Launched for the Sinicization of Religion

Following the completion of the first Five-Year Plans for sinicization
in 2022,27 PRC authorities continued to advance policies promoting sini-
cization, as demonstrated in several high-level speeches.28 In his March
2023 government work report at the National People’s Congress, Premier
Li Qiang reaffirmed the Party’s commitment to religious sinicization,
emphasizing the adaptation of religions to China’s socialist society.2® In
December 2023, Wang Huning, Chairman of the Chinese People’s Po-
litical Consultative Conference, met with the National Committee of
the Three-Self Patriotic Movement of the Protestant Churches in China
(TSPM) and Christian Council of China (CCC) conference, urging them
to implement stringent management practices and promote patriotism,
cultural appreciation, loyalty to the Party, and “socialism with Chinese
characteristics.”30
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Five-Year Plans Launched for the Sinicization of Religion—
Continued

With the new Five-Year Plans, individuals and religious sites were pro-
moted as “models” of sinicization. In May 2024, the TSPM and CCC host-
ed a seminar to explore Protestant theologian T.C. Chao (Zhao Zichen)
as a model for sinicization of Christians.3! Similarly, in September 2023,
Islamic Association of China (IAC) president Yang Faming held up the
Jinling School of Islam as a model of sinicization during a speech at the
Jinjue Mosque in Nanjing municipality, Jiangsu province.32 According
to one PRC-based scholar, disciples of the Jinling School sought to “af-
firm the commonality of Islamic and Chinese cultures.”33 Reporting on
Yang’s speech, Bitter Winter, an online magazine that reports primarily
on religious repression in China, claimed that the IAC was simplifying
the Jinling School of thought in order to justify the government’s recent
efforts to remove Arabic-style elements from mosques.34

The Party signaled its intention to maintain its program of sinicization
by issuing new Five-Year Plans for sinicization of Protestant Christi-
anity and Catholicism in China for the years 2023 to 2027.35 The sini-
cization plan for the Party-run Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association
made no mention of the Pope, the Sino-Vatican Agreement, or the Holy
See, among other topics of significance to the Catholic Church in Chi-
na, whereas mentions of Xi Jinping and “Chinese characteristics” are
found several times.36 As one expert observed, this conveys the sense
that the Sino-Vatican Agreement “counted for nothing.”37 The new Five-
Year Plan for Protestants calls for the integration of “core socialist val-
ues” into Christian theology.3® One scholar noted that this new document
emphasizes political loyalty to the Party much more than the previous
Five-Year Plan.39

The Taoist Association of China4? and the Buddhist Association of Chi-
na (BAC) have also released sinicization plans. In 2022, BAC launched
its “Five-Year Work Plan for Deepening the Sinicization of Buddhism in
China (2023-2027).”41 While the full text remains undisclosed, the BAC
president announced in February 2024 that it would integrate patriotic
education into Buddhist sinicization efforts.42

Buddhism (non-Tibetan), Taoism, and Folk Religion

The Chinese government continues to impose sinicization efforts
on Taoism and Buddhism, despite the indigenous nature of the for-
mer and the previous promotion of the latter as a model for success-
ful sinicization.#3 These initiatives prioritize Party supremacy and
employ historical reinterpretation in order to promote religious sub-
ordination.#4 In September 2023, the “Buddhist Educational Affairs
and Teaching Style Work Training Course” held at Mount Wutai in
Wutai county, Xinzhou municipality, Shanxi province, emphasized
the imperative for Buddhist monks and devotees to “thoroughly
study and implement” Xi Jinping’s teachings and the spirit of the
20th National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party.45> During
the training, BAC President Shi Yanjue highlighted Xi’s 2021 speech
advocating for Marxism as an “interpretive tool for religious history
and doctrine.”4¢ The Party-controlled “Fahua Dojo” Buddhist group
produced a video featuring members in Red Army uniforms per-
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forming a song that merged Xi Jinping quotes with Buddhist con-
cepts.4” One publication characterized this as “one of the furthest
steps taken by the movement of ‘Sinicization of Buddhism’ in recent
years.”48 The Fahua Dojo further reinforced this alignment by post-
ing over 20 videos dedicated to the 20th Party Congress on their
website.4? [For more information on religious freedom for Tibetan
Buddhists, see Chapter 17—Tibet.]

During this reporting year, the Commission observed the Chinese
government’s efforts to “sinicize” Taoism, emphasizing Party control
and alignment with Party ideology rather than religious identity.>°
In July 2023, the Taoist Association of China organized “Taoism
on the Sea: The First Forum on the Theory and Practice of Sini-
cization of Taoism,” featuring speeches from high-ranking officials
and workshops promoting Party loyalty and socialist ideology.51 The
workshops demonstrated patriotic educational activities that par-
ticipants could bring back to their temples, such as lessons in the
history of the Party and of the United Front, as well as Taoist paint-
ing, and recommended that in calligraphy classes teachers should
encourage students to produce works that showcase “thoughts of
loving the Party, the country, and socialism.”52 Bitter Winter noted
the “absurdlity]” of sinicizing Taoism if the term means different
faiths adapting to Chinese culture and traditions, highlighting that
the real purpose of the sinicization of religion is to make religions
“propaganda mouthpieces for the Party.”53

Simultaneously, the Party has cracked down on folk religious
practices that it views as potentially undermining its authority.
For example, when a viral video showed a woman praying at a site
commemorating 11th-century magistrate Bao Zheng in Kaifeng mu-
nicipality, Henan province after her attempt to petition authorities
failed, local officials began to surveil worshippers, “identify[ing]
those who pray loudly or cry,” according to one source.5* Petitioners
have reportedly come to revere Bao for his stance against injustice
and corruption, and authorities may view devotion to Bao as a tacit
form of criticism.55

Islam

During the 2024 reporting year, the Commission observed the
PRC’s use of sinicization policies targeting Hui Muslims, aiming to
eradicate religious and cultural distinctiveness while promoting as-
similation with Han Chinese culture. The government continued its
campaign to remove Islamic architectural elements from mosques
or demolish them.5¢ Authorities demolished and rebuilt Xiguan
Mosque in Lanzhou municipality, Gansu province;57 replaced a
dome and minarets demolished last year with pagodas at Najiay-
ing Mosque in Nagu town, Tonghai county, Yuxi municipality, Yun-
nan province;®8 and replaced the dome and minarets of the Grand
Mosque in Shadian subdistrict, Gejiu city, Honghe Hani and Yi Au-
tonomous Prefecture, Yunnan, with a pagoda rooftop and pagoda
towers,5? stripping these mosques of traditional Islamic architectur-
al features.6© The Grand Mosque in Shadian has served as one of
the most significant centers of worship for Hui Muslims, known as
“the Mecca of the Hui.”61 Fearing protest, officials went to residents’
homes in Shadian, asking them to sign a letter agreeing “not to take
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pictures of and not to post on social media news about the mosque
alteration work.”62 When rebuilding the Grand Mosque, authorities
reportedly installed surveillance cameras inside the mosque’s prayer
hall over the objections of the mosque management committee.53
Experts commented that the reconstruction of the Najiaying and
Grand Mosques marked the conclusion of the nationwide mosque
sinicization campaign as the last major mosques in China lost their
Arabic-style features.64

A November 2023 report by Human Rights Watch (HRW) revealed
a significant reduction in the number of mosques in Ningxia and
Gansu provinces, both with significant Hui Muslim populations,
through a process of “consolidation.”6> Maya Wang, HRW’s acting
China Director, asserted that authorities have closed, destroyed,
and repurposed mosques as “part of a systematic effort to curb the
practice of Islam in China.”66 Scholars who focus on Hui Muslims
estimate that authorities have shuttered approximately one-third of
Ningxia’s mosques since 2020.67

PRC authorities also tightened restrictions this past year on Mus-
lims’ observance of Ramadan. Authorities in Yuxi municipality, Yun-
nan, issued prohibitions on the observance of Ramadan, including
banning minors from fasting.68 The notice was issued in the year
following the widespread protests that took place over authorities’
planned removal of the Najiaying Mosque’s dome and four mina-
rets.®9 [For more information on Uyghur, Hui, and other Muslims in
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region and other locations, please
see Chapter 7—Ethnic Minority Rights and Chapter 18—Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region.]

Christianity—Catholic

The 2018 Sino-Vatican Agreement established a mechanism for
bishop appointments mutually recognized by the PRC government
and the Holy See.”’® Despite many experts claiming unsatisfacto-
ry results, the Holy See provisionally renewed the agreement in
2022 to maintain dialogue.”? As the agreement approaches re-
newal in October 2024, its effectiveness remained questionable,
particularly regarding the “underground” Catholic Church.72
Critics argue that Chinese authorities seek a state-submissive
Church, which would jeopardize its Catholic identity.”3 While
some scholars have emphasized the agreement’s potential for cre-
ating stability and unity,”* the past six years have largely been
seen as producing disappointing results.”> During this reporting
year, only four bishops were consecrated with mutual approval,
the only appointments made since 2021,76 while around 40 dio-
ceses remain without leadership.”?” Authorities have continued to
hold Catholic clergy in detention or forcibly disappear them due
to their refusal to join the Party-controlled Catholic Patriotic As-
sociation (CPA), including Bishop Shao Zhumin of the Diocese
of Wenzhou in Zhejiang province.’8

In July 2023, the Holy See formally appointed Bishop Shen
Bin to the Diocese of Shanghai,’® three months after the Par-
ty-controlled Bishops’ Conference of the Catholic Church in Chi-
na (BCCCC) unilaterally installed him.80 In May 2024, the Holy
See made another overture to China by inviting Bishop Shen to

84



Freedom of Religion

speak at a high-level conference at the Vatican to commemorate
the landmark First Council for China held in Shanghai in 1924 .81
This was the first time a bishop from mainland China attended a
Vatican conference.82 Bishop Shen rebuked Western missionaries
for their “superior” attitudes while “protect[ing] foreign powers”
in China’s history, defended Chinese authorities’ policies toward
the Catholic Church, and advocated for the sinicization of Cathol-
icism in China, urging patriotism and alignment with Chinese
society and culture.®3

In September 2023, during Pope Francis’s visit to Mongolia, PRC
authorities limited Chinese Catholics’ access to the Pope, despite the
Pope telling Chinese Catholics to be “good citizens.”#* No mainland
bishops were present in Mongolia to welcome Pope Francis.85 Au-
thorities also detained at least two individuals who had organized
a pilgrimage.86 Many of the Chinese Catholics who were able to
attend were afraid to speak to reporters or wore face masks the
entire time to conceal their identity out of fear of punishment back
in China.87?

Chinese authorities used “fraud” charges against Catholic reli-
gious leaders in 2023. A court punished Father Joseph Yang Xiao-
ming, a Holy See-approved Catholic priest, for “conducting religious
activities by deception . . . under the guise of a religious cleric,”
and reportedly for refusing to join the Party-controlled CPA.88 Yang
received an administrative punishment that included an “order to
cease his (priestly) activities,” the confiscation of more than 28,000
yuan (US$4,000), and a fine of more than 1,500 yuan (US$210).8°
Despite being used against leaders of unregistered Protestant
churches in the past,?0 “fraud” charges against Catholic clergy have
been uncommon.?! Catholic News Agency claimed that Yang’s case
reveals that the database for Catholic clergy launched in May 2023
is “a pretense to strong-arm obstinate clerics into registering with
state-sanctioned religious bodies.” 92

Religious Freedom Violations in Hong Kong

The Party exerted pressure on Hong Kong religious communities
to conform to the sinicization policies of mainland China, including
through continual trips between mainland China and Hong Kong. In
August 2023, China Central Television documented and interviewed a
delegation of Hong Kong Islamic organizations who visited the Xin-
jiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in order to dissuade the public of
its belief in the existence of ethnic tensions, forced labor, or mass in-
ternment camps.?3 The interviews, shown with a Mandarin voiceover,
showcase the chairman of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong, Azizul
Rahman Suffiad, and others claiming that “the ethnic minority com-
patriots in Xinjiang are very happy and joyful, fully enjoying religious
freedom and are well-respected.” 94

85



Freedom of Religion

Religious Freedom Violations in Hong Kong—Continued

In September 2023, a delegation of Hong Kong clerics and religious
sisters visited the Diocese of Beijing where they reportedly had discus-
sions with the National Religious Affairs Administration of the United
Front Work Department and the CPA and BCCCC.95 In November 2023,
Archbishop Joseph Li Shan visited Hong Kong at the invitation of Car-
dinal Stephen Chow Sau-yan of the Diocese of Hong Kong, marking the
first official visit by the head of the Catholic Church in China.?¢ In April
2024, a delegation of the Diocese of Hong Kong made a second trip to
mainland China, one year after Cardinal Chow traveled to Beijing mu-
nicipality, following nearly three decades in which the Diocese of Hong
Kong had not made an official visit to China.%7

In October 2023, St. John’s Anglican Cathedral Church displayed the
PRC national flag inside the church, and the Kowloon Mosque and Is-
lamic Center held a flag-raising ceremony of the PRC flag.98 Commenta-
tors suggested that the display and veneration of the PRC national flag
by religious communities in Hong Kong may become what is expected.??

Furthermore, with the enactment of the Safeguarding National Secu-
rity Ordinance, experts on religious freedom and belief noted the threat
posed to the confidentiality of the Sacrament of Penance, known as “Con-
fession.”100 The Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong said that the legislation
would not affect the confidentiality of Confession, but Ronny Tong, an
advisor to the city leader, said that religious professionals are not exempt
from the requirement to inform authorities of anyone who committed
“treason” even if revealed during Confession.10! Paul Lam Ting-kwok,
Hong Kong’s Secretary of Justice, said that it would be “very difficult” to
make exemptions for religious leaders, although an exemption was made
for legal professionals.192 The new law stipulates that failing to disclose
to authorities within a reasonable time information on individuals sus-
pected of committing treason could be punished with up to 14 years in
prison.193 [For more information on the ongoing suppression of civil soci-
ety in Hong Kong, see Chapter 19—Hong Kong and Macau.]

Christianity—Protestant

PRC authorities continued to violate Protestants’ religious free-
dom through suppression of church services, detention of leaders
of unregistered churches, and surveillance of activities and par-
ticipants.104 Officials continued to employ “fraud” charges against
unregistered “house” churches and networks.1°> Ongoing legal pro-
ceedings highlighted the use of this charge to suppress unregistered
religious activities, including:

e Ganquan Church. Authorities in Hefei municipality, Anhui
province, detained members of Hefei’s Ganquan Church in No-
vember 2023 and held five, including Pastor Zhou Songlin106
and Elder Ding Zhongfu,°7 on suspicion of “fraud.”198 Two
properties, bought by the church congregation to host worship
services and to avoid being forced to relocate, could be used as
the basis for fraud charges against the leaders.199

e Living Stone (also known as Cornerstone) Reformed
Church. In April 2023, authorities in Yuhui district, Bengbu
municipality, Anhui, detained Pastor Wan Changchun,!10 El-
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der Xue Shaoqgiang,!!! Cao Binting,''2 and Wan Chunqin!13
of Living Stone Reformed Church on suspicion of “illegal busi-
ness activity”; in May 2023, authorities formally arrested the
four and changed the charge to “fraud.”114 In January 2024, the
Yuhui procuratorate indicted the four on the same charge.115

¢ Green Pastures (Qingcaodi) Reformed Church. In April
2024, the Jingyang District People’s Court in Deyang munici-
pality, Sichuan province, sentenced Elders Hao Ming!16 and
Wu Jiannan!!? of Deyang’s Green Pastures Reformed Church
to three years in prison, suspended for five years, for “fraud.”118
Chinese authorities have used fraud charges to target church
funding structures and to project a veneer of criminality onto
normal religious activities such as collecting donations.11?

Authorities also used other legal tools to control and punish
church leaders. After releasing Pastor John Cao Sanqgiang follow-
ing a seven-year prison term, authorities prevented Cao from ac-
cessing vital government-issued documents, including his national
identification card and hukou, a household registration permit nec-
essary for access to public services.!20Authorities imprisoned Cao
in 2017 on the charge of “organizing others to illegally cross the
border” in connection with his missionary and relief work traveling
between China and Burma (Myanmar).121 While Cao—who is both
a Chinese national and U.S. permanent resident—was in prison, his
Chinese passport expired, and without official documents, he was
unable to renew it.122

This past year, PRC authorities continued to order the removal
of crosses and plaques inscribed with Christian phrases including
“Jesus” and “Christ” from church buildings.123 For example, in July
2023, the Taizhou Religious Affairs Bureau in Taizhou municipality,
Zhejiang province, reportedly sent notices to local churches requiring
signs reading “love the Chinese Communist Party, love the country,
and love the religion” and “uphold the sinicization of religion” to be
displayed.124 The Shinian Church in Taizhou displayed a hammer
and sickle, the Party emblem, at its entrance.125

Falun Gong

PRC authorities continued to monitor, detain, and imprison Falun
Gong adherents in connection with their practice of Falun Gong.126
Authorities often detain Falun Gong practitioners for violating Ar-
ticle 300 of the PRC Criminal Law, which criminalizes “organizing
and using a cult to undermine implementation of the law.”127 The
Falun Gong-affiliated website Minghui reported the deaths of dozens
of Falun Gong practitioners due to mistreatment while in custody
and more than a thousand cases of Falun Gong practitioners being
harassed or sentenced by authorities.’28 Falun Gong practitioners
are often detained multiple times over the course of years, including
the following individuals:

e Hou Lijun. In May 2023, the Wanbailin District People’s
Court in Taiyuan municipality, Shanxi province, sentenced Hou
Lijun to 10 years in prison.129 In June 2023, authorities sent
Hou to a prison in Jinzhong municipality, Shanxi province,130
and reportedly tortured him by beating him, forcing him to sit
on a small stool for long periods of time, and depriving him
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of sleep and basic necessities.131 Hou went on a hunger strike
in protest and in January 2024, authorities transferred Hou to
a PSB hospital in Taiyuan after he became gravely ill.132 The
prison administration denied his family permission to visit him
at the hospital.133 Authorities previously detained Hou in 2000
and in 2002.134
e Lang Dongyue. Around July 2023, the Xuanhua District
People’s Court in Zhangjiakou municipality, Hebei province,
sentenced Lang Dongyue to nine years in prison and imposed
a fine of 15,000 yuan (US$2,100) after authorities had detained
her at least five previous times for an aggregate total of 10
years starting in 1999.135
e Wang Yanming. After multiple previous detentions, public
security officials in Daqing municipality, Heilongjiang province,
detained Wang Yanming in June 2023, claiming that surveil-
lance cameras recorded him hanging up Falun Gong posters,
and he was subsequently sentenced on September 25, 2023, to
three years and six months in prison and fined 20,000 yuan
(US$2,900).136
In testimony provided at a Commission hearing in March 2024,
experts expressed ongoing concerns about the possible forced remov-
al of organs from religious and ethnic minorities in China, including
Falun Gong practitioners.37 [For more information on forced organ
removal, see Chapter 12—Public Health.]

Other Religious Communities

The Commission documented religious freedom violations against
communities outside the five officially regulated religions. While the
Chinese government previously tolerated some unregulated groups
such as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, it desig-
nated 22 others, including Falun Gong and the Church of Almighty
God (CAG), as “evil cults” (xiejiao, F#0).138 Authorities regularly
prosecute adherents under Article 300 of the PRC Criminal Law.139

According to a report by CAG, the government significantly in-
creased detention and sentencing of CAG members in 2023.140 Au-
thorities sentenced thousands of CAG members to imprisonment,
and several members died as a result of mistreatment while in cus-
tody.14l In June 2023, authorities reportedly detained more than
1,000 CAG members in Zhejiang province in a single day.142

Persecution extended beyond listed “cults.” In December 2023, Tai-
wan’s Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) advised Taiwanese members
of Yiguan Dao, a salvationist religion, against traveling to mainland
China, warning that authorities may detain them for crimes un-
der Article 300, among other potential charges, despite the group’s
absence from any cult lists.143 MAC further stated that an individ-
ual had been detained in China for bringing in books promoting
vegetarianism.144
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