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After Xi Jinping took over power, much illegal government behavior that existed in the past is even
more widely used now and is becoming the norm. I am only going to talk about one example, that

is the illegal detention in the name of “residential surveillance”

In early 1994, after I met with Rep. Chris Smith and then Senator John Kerry, and before my meeting
with then Secretary of State Warren Christopher, the Chinese police illegally detained me for as

long as eighteen months

According to China’ s Criminal Procedure Law, subpoenas cannot exceed three times in a row. After
I was detained for three days, I asked them: either come up with a legitimate arrest certificate
or release me. They said: the Procuratorate would not give them the arrest warrant, while their
superiors ordered them not to release me, so they would use “residential surveillance”, which does
not need the approval of the Procuratorate. Further, they did not have to notify the family in

accordance with the law, with no time limit

I said: This is illegal detention. They replied: the highest authorities in the government had
approved this conduct and they were just executing it with no responsibilities. As far as I was
not detained in the prisons and detention centers, that would be counted as “residential

surveillance”

Nineteen months later, when they put me on trial, I requested them to count 18 months of “residential
surveillance” as part of my sentences. However, the court answered explicitly that because there
was no legal basis for this time period, the 18 months cannot be credited into my sentence. According
to the clear statement in China’ s Criminal Procedure Law, that would be called “illegal detention”,
yet that illegal detention was a detention that was approved by the highest authorities in the Chinese

government

This kind of illegal detention is now being widely used as jurisprudence in China. It is not only
being used against political dissidents, but also widely against any Chinese citizen which the
officials are dissatisfied with. Any level of the government can take advantage of this form of
detention to illegally hold citizens they dislike, and then implement torture for the deposition
they want. This “residential surveillance” forms the legal base for Xi Jinping to maintain the

one—party dictatorship, and then carry out his personal dictatorship.



On the basis of this illegal “residential surveillance”, the Chinese Communist Party launched the
so—called “Double Designated System.” The purpose is to force illegal detention of certain
Communist members with restricted personal freedom by the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection of the Communist Party of China. What this illegal detention covers include the top
leadership of the Chinese government and the Communist Party, even the Politburo Standing Committee
which only has 7 members. That is to say, except for Xi Jinping, all people have the possibility
to be illegally detained, including American citizens in China. This is downright personal

dictatorship.

I suggest that when President Obama meets with Chairman Xi Jinping, he should make “restoring the
rule of law, abiding by the law, abolishing all forms of illegal detention and torture” one of the
main themes of their negotiations, rather than perfunctory generalities of human rights. When Xi
Jinping visits the US Congress, lawmakers should also apply pressure to Xi Jinping on this issue,
in order to promote human rights in China, as well as to protect hundreds of thousands of US citizens

in China, and their rights and interests
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