
(III) 

C O N T E N T S 

Page 
Section I. Executive Summary ................................................................................ 1 

a. Statement From the Chairs ......................................................................... 1 
b. Overview ....................................................................................................... 3 
c. Key Findings ................................................................................................. 8 
d. Political Prisoner Cases of Concern ............................................................ 25 
e. General Recommendations to Congress and the Administration ............. 32 
f. Political Prisoner Database .......................................................................... 40 

Section II. Human Rights ....................................................................................... 44 
Chapter 1 Freedom of Expression ................................................................... 44 

a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 44 
b. Introduction ............................................................................................... 47 
c. Freedom of the Press ................................................................................ 47 
d. Internet and Social Media ....................................................................... 53 
e. Imprisoned Uyghur Social Media Entrepreneurs and Website Edi-

tors .............................................................................................................. 54 
Chapter 2 Worker Rights ................................................................................. 66 

a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 66 
b. Absence of Independent Trade Unions ................................................... 70 
c. Continued Suppression of Labor Advocacy ............................................. 70 
d. Worker Strikes and Protests ................................................................... 71 
e. 251-Day Detention of Former Huawei Employee ................................... 73 
f. Forced Labor .............................................................................................. 73 
g. Social Insurance ........................................................................................ 74 
h. Unemployment, Migrant Workers, and the Unknown Impacts of 

COVID–19 .................................................................................................. 74 
i. Employment Relationships ....................................................................... 74 
j. Work Safety and Industrial Accidents ..................................................... 76 
k. Occupational Health ................................................................................. 76 

Chapter 3 Criminal Justice ............................................................................. 83 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 83 
b. Introduction ............................................................................................... 86 
c. Arbitrary Detention .................................................................................. 86 
d. Arbitrary Detention and Diplomatic Pressure ....................................... 89 
e. Ongoing Challenges in the Implementation of the Criminal Proce-

dure Law .................................................................................................... 89 
f. Torture and Abuse in Custody ................................................................. 91 
g. Coerced Confessions ................................................................................. 92 
h. Confirmed Cases of COVID–19 in Prisons ............................................. 92 
i. Policing ....................................................................................................... 93 
j. Police Power and the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID–19) .............. 94 
k. Death Penalty ........................................................................................... 94 
l. Transparency in Organ Transplant System ............................................ 95 

Chapter 4 Freedom of Religion ........................................................................ 107 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 107 
b. International and Chinese Law on Religious Freedom ......................... 111 
c. Policies and Regulations Pertaining to Religious Freedom ................... 111 
d. Buddhism (Non-Tibetan), Taoism, and Chinese Folk Religion ............. 112 
e. Christianity—Catholic .............................................................................. 113 
f. Status of the Sino-Vatican Agreement .................................................... 114 
g. Christianity—Protestant .......................................................................... 115 
h. Islam .......................................................................................................... 117 
i. Falun Gong ................................................................................................. 118 
j. Other Religious Communities ................................................................... 118 

Chapter 5 Ethnic Minority Rights .................................................................. 127 



Page
IV 

Section II. Human Rights—Continued 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 127 
b. Growing Global Influence and Ethnic Minority Rights ......................... 129 
c. Party and State Policy Toward Ethnic Minorities ................................. 129 
d. Crackdown on Hui Religion and Culture ................................................ 130 
e. Detention of Hui Poet Cui Haoxin ........................................................... 130 
f. Demolition of a Buddhist Temple in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous 

Region ......................................................................................................... 131 
g. Detention of Mongol Writers .................................................................... 131 

Chapter 6 Population Control ......................................................................... 135 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 135 
b. International Standards and China’s Coercive Population Policies ..... 137 
c. Coercive Implementation and Punishment for Noncompliance ............ 138 
d. The Universal Two-Child Policy .............................................................. 139 
e. Demographic and Humanitarian Consequences of Population Control 

Policies ....................................................................................................... 141 
Chapter 7 Human Rights Violations in the U.S. and Globally ..................... 149 

a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 149 
b. Repression of Freedom of Expression Through Economic Intimida-

tion .............................................................................................................. 152 
c. Harassment and Intimidation of Uyghurs in the United States .......... 154 
d. Surveillance and Harassment of Students from China and Hong 

Kong in the United States ........................................................................ 155 
e. Censorship of Individuals in the United States Through China-Based 

Media .......................................................................................................... 156 
f. Impeding UN Human Rights Bodies and Redefining Global Human 

Rights Norms ............................................................................................. 156 
Chapter 8 Status of Women ............................................................................ 162 

a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 162 
b. Introduction ............................................................................................... 164 
c. Participation and Discrimination in the Labor Force ............................ 164 
d. Participation in Public Life ...................................................................... 166 
e. Gender-Based Violence ............................................................................. 167 
f. Gendered Impacts of COVID–19 .............................................................. 168 

Chapter 9 Human Trafficking ......................................................................... 174 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 174 
b. Defining Human Trafficking .................................................................... 176 
c. Trends and Developments ........................................................................ 176 
d. National People’s Congress Standing Committee Repeals ‘‘Custody 

and Education’’ for Sex Workers .............................................................. 178 
e. Risk Factors ............................................................................................... 179 
f. Anti-Trafficking Efforts ............................................................................. 180 
g. Hong Kong ................................................................................................. 180 

Chapter 10 North Korean Refugees in China ................................................ 190 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 190 
b. Introduction ............................................................................................... 192 
c. Border Conditions ..................................................................................... 192 
d. Repatriation of Refugees .......................................................................... 193 
e. Foreign Aid Work ...................................................................................... 193 
f. Trafficking of North Korean Women ....................................................... 194 
g. Children of North Korean and Chinese Parents .................................... 194 

Chapter 11 Public Health ................................................................................ 198 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 198 
b. COVID–19 Pandemic ................................................................................ 201 
c. Legislative Developments in the Health Sector ..................................... 208 
d. Health-Based Discrimination and Public Advocacy ............................... 209 

Chapter 12 The Environment and Climate Change ...................................... 220 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 220 
b. Introduction ............................................................................................... 222 
c. Communist Party Control ........................................................................ 222 
d. Suppression of Environmental Cooperation, Information, Protests, 

and Advocacy ............................................................................................. 223 
e. Environmental Monitoring and Persistence of Severe Pollution .......... 225 
f. Environmental Transparency and State Secrets .................................... 225 
g. Public Interest Litigation ......................................................................... 226 
h. Assessing the Chinese Government’s Commitment to and Effective-

ness in Combating Climate Change ........................................................ 226 



Page
V 

Section II. Human Rights—Continued 
i. The African Swine Fever and Water Pollution ....................................... 227 
j. Wildlife Trade, COVID–19, and Biodiversity .......................................... 227 

Chapter 13 Business and Human Rights ....................................................... 234 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 234 
b. Introduction ............................................................................................... 237 
c. Corporate Involvment in Likely Crimes Against Humanity in the 

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region ..................................................... 237 
d. Firms Cannot Rely on Factory Audits to Detect Forced Ethnic Minor-

ity Labor ..................................................................................................... 239 
e. The Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps: Links to Human 

Rights Abuses and International Supply Chains ................................... 240 
f. Commercial Firms’ Role in Government Data Collection and Surveil-

lance Across China .................................................................................... 241 
g. Role of Commercial Firms in Government Censorship ......................... 243 

Section III. Development of the Rule of Law ........................................................ 252 
Chapter 14 Civil Society .................................................................................. 252 

a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 252 
b. Introduction ............................................................................................... 255 
c. Popular Protest: In-Person and Online ................................................... 255 
d. Rights Advocacy and Independent Civil Society Groups: Repression 

and Adaptation .......................................................................................... 256 
e. Registered Organizations: Increased Government Funding and Scru-

tiny ............................................................................................................. 256 
f. Chinese Civil Society Responses to COVID–19 ...................................... 257 
g. Acts of Discrimination, Censorship, and Other Abuses Against the 

LGBTQ Community .................................................................................. 259 
Chapter 15 Institutions of Democratic Governance ...................................... 267 

a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 267 
b. Introduction ............................................................................................... 269 
c. Governance Objectives: Moderately Prosperous Society and Mod-

ernization of Governance .......................................................................... 269 
d. Expanding the Party’s Control ................................................................ 270 
e. Party Control Over Village Committee Elections .................................. 274 
f. Abuse of Anticorruption Campaign .......................................................... 274 
g. Governance During the COVID–19 Pandemic ....................................... 275 

Chapter 16 Access to Justice ........................................................................... 284 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 284 
b. Judiciary as a Political Instrument ......................................................... 286 
c. Pressure on the Legal Profession ............................................................. 287 
d. Persecution of Human Rights Lawyers and Advocates ......................... 287 
e. Citizen Petitioning .................................................................................... 289 
f. Legal Aid .................................................................................................... 289 
g. Judicial Decisions on Social Issues ......................................................... 290 

Section IV. Xinjiang ................................................................................................. 295 
a. Finding & Recommendations ................................................................... 295 
b. Details Emerge on Mass Internment Camp Implementation, Abuses . 298 
c. Crimes Against Humanity ........................................................................ 299 
d. Forced Sterilization and Forced Birth Control May Constitute Geno-

cide .............................................................................................................. 301 
e. Forcible Displacement of Ethnic Minority Children .............................. 301 
f. Turkic and Muslim XUAR Residents Forced to Perform Labor in 

Factories ..................................................................................................... 302 
g. Surge in Formal Imprisonment ............................................................... 303 
h. Repressive Surveillance Technology and Security Measures ............... 304 
i. Coronavirus Outbreak and Its Impact on Ethnic Minority Commu-

nities in the XUAR .................................................................................... 305 
j. Freedom of Religion ................................................................................... 306 
k. Detention of U.S. Resident Vera Yueming Zhou in a Mass Intern-

ment Camp ................................................................................................ 308 
l. Ethnic Kazakh Sayragul Sauytbay Provides Account of Camp Abuses 308 
m. Propaganda Videos Featuring Persecuted Uyghurs ............................. 308 
n. Concerns Over World Bank Funding of XUAR Vocational Schools ..... 309 

Section V. Tibet ........................................................................................................ 322 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 322 



Page
VI 

Section V. Tibet—Continued 
b. Status of Negotiations Between the Chinese Government and the 

Dalai Lama or His Representatives ......................................................... 324 
c. Religious Freedom for Tibetans ............................................................... 324 
d. The 11th Panchen Lama .......................................................................... 327 
e. Tibetan Self-Immolation ........................................................................... 327 
f. Governance and Policy .............................................................................. 327 
g. Control of Expression and the Free Flow of Information ...................... 328 
h. Language Rights ....................................................................................... 329 
i. Coronavirus in Tibetan Areas .................................................................. 330 
j. Development and the Environment ......................................................... 331 

Section VI. Developments in Hong Kong and Macau ........................................... 338 
a. Findings & Recommendations ................................................................. 338 
b. Hong Kong’s Autonomy: Legal Framework and China’s Position ........ 341 
c. Official Actions Affecting Hong Kong’s Autonomy ................................. 341 
d. National People’s Congress Standing Committee Passed National 

Security Law, Bypassing Hong Kong’s Legislature ................................ 341 
e. Arbitrary Detention by Chinese Authorities .......................................... 346 
f. Ongoing Protests ....................................................................................... 346 
g. Police Misconduct ...................................................................................... 347 
h. Disqualification of Candidate in Election ............................................... 350 
i. Violation of Procedural Rights of Detainees ............................................ 350 
j. Lack of Effective Investigation into Police Misconduct .......................... 351 
k. Selective Enforcement .............................................................................. 351 
l. Labor Abuse ............................................................................................... 353 
m. Macau ....................................................................................................... 353 


	2020 FRONTMATTER UPDATED
	2020 ANNUAL REPORT UPDATED



