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FREEDOM OF RELIGION

International and Chinese Law on Religious Freedom

During the Commission’s 2016 reporting year, the Chinese gov-
ernment and Communist Party continued to violate the rights of
Chinese citizens to religious freedom, which are guaranteed under
Chinese and international law. Article 36 of China’s Constitution
guarantees “freedom of religious belief,” ! providing state protection
to “normal religious activities” but leaving “normal” undefined.2
This article, nonetheless, prohibits discrimination based on religion
and forbids state agencies, social organizations, and individuals
from compelling citizens to believe or not believe in any religion.3
China has also signed* and stated its intent to ratify® the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which ob-
ligates China to refrain in good faith from acts that would defeat
the treaty’s purpose.® Article 18 of the ICCPR upholds a person’s
right to religious belief individually or in community with others;
it also prohibits coercion that impairs an individual’s ability to free-
ly hold or adopt a religion or belief.” The Constitution allows limi-
tations on religious practice that “disturbs public order, impairs the
health of citizens, or interferes with the educational system of the
state,” and the ICCPR contains exceptions allowing states to im-
pose some limitations on religious practice for public safety rea-
sons.8 As this section documents, however, in practice, Party and
government officials exercise broad discretion over religious prac-
tice, internal affairs, and interpretations of faith, often restricting
particular religious practices based on Party interests. Such restric-
tions constitute state-sponsored religious discrimination as well as
undue state influence on the right to believe freely.

Religious Affairs Regulation and Policy

The Chinese government’s regulatory framework for religious af-
fairs does not guarantee the religious freedom of Chinese citizens.
The key regulation on religious affairs, the 2005 Regulations on Re-
ligious Affairs (RRA), requires religious groups to register with the
government and report on their religious activities.? Registration is
a significant obstacle for some groups: officials may deny registra-
tion applications of groups they believe to be adverse to Party and
government interests,'0 and some groups refuse to register because
they believe that the conditions associated with registration com-
promise principles of their faith.1l Official recognition of groups
falling outside the “main” religions—Buddhism, Catholicism, Islam,
Taoism, and Protestantism—is limited.12 Article 12 of the RRA re-
quires religious activities to be conducted at registered sites by ap-
proved personnel,13 but scholars observe that officials may tolerate
the religious activities of unregistered groups, especially if officials
believe that the activities promote social or economic development
interests.14 As this section documents, while unregistered religious
and spiritual communities are particularly vulnerable to govern-
ment harassment, detention, and other abuses, groups may be
sanctioned regardless of registration status when officials view
them as posing a challenge to government authority. Some reli-
gious groups and practices have been banned outright.15
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The RRA provides limited protection for the “normal religious ac-
tivities” of registered religious groups and authorizes state control
over religious affairs.16 The government and Party primarily con-
trol religious affairs through a national agency under the State
Council, the State Administration for Religious Affairs (SARA), and
lower level religious affairs bureaus.1” These government agencies
control religious affairs through their effective authority over the
“patriotic” religious associations representing the five “main” reli-
gions in China.’® The religious affairs bureaus work with the Par-
ty’s United Front Work Department (UFWD) to select religious
leaders for the official associations.1® A series of legislative meas-
ures targeting “cults” in the summer of 201520 included an amend-
ment to the PRC Criminal Law that extended the maximum sen-
tence for violating Article 300 (“organizing and using a cult to un-
dermine implementation of the law”) 2! from 15 years to life in pris-
on;22 as of August 2016, the Commission had not observed any
sentence greater than 15 years solely for the violation of Article
300.

April 2016 National Conference on Religious Work

In April 2016, the Party and government convened the first National
Conference on Religious Work in 15 years, signaling that officials aim to
prioritize religious affairs. Chinese President and Communist Party
General Secretary Xi Jinping designated religious affairs as an area of
“special importance” and directed government and Party authorities to
ensure that religious believers are “patriotic, preserve national unity,
and serve the overall interests of the Chinese nation.”23 Xi character-
ized religious groups as a “bridge” connecting the Party and government
to religious believers, emphasizing that groups must therefore support
the “leadership of the Party” and the Chinese political system.2¢ In re-
cent years, local patriotic organizations issued open letters stating that
their ability to act as a “bridge” has been compromised as government
policies have become more intolerant of their religious practices.25

A key approach Xi identified for realizing these policy goals involved
compelling believers to interpret religious doctrines in a way that ad-
heres to “social harmony,” “progress,” and “traditional culture.”26 Xi in-
voked the goal of “national rejuvenation” several times in his address
and identified “overseas [religious] infiltration” and “religious extre-
mism” as threats.27

Officials continued a long-term policy of regulating religion as an
instrument for promoting national unity and “social stability.” 28
Official rhetoric this past year characterized Buddhism and Taoism
as embodying essential aspects of Chinese culture.2? In contrast, of-
ficial rhetoric emphasized the foreign origins of other religions, in-
cluding Catholicism, Protestantism, and Islam, and highlighted
their potential for “inciting separatism” and “social unrest.” 30 Offi-
cial speeches and policies referred to the goal of bringing religions
into alignment with Party interests as “sinicization,” which is
linked in official rhetoric to the “national rejuvenation” campaign.3?
In one indication this year that officials continue to view religious
belief in general as competing with Party loyalty, in February
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2016, the Communist Party expanded the long-standing ban on re-
ligious belief for Party members 32 to include retired members.33

Buddhism (Non-Tibetan) and Taoism

Despite official statements that Buddhism and Taoism exemplify
Chinese values, authorities continued to exert political influence
over the activities of non-Tibetan Buddhist and Taoist religious
groups. [For information on Tibetan Buddhists, see Section V—
Tibet.] As in past years,34 this influence manifested in the form of
extensive government regulation 35 and sponsorship of religious ac-
tivity.36 Officials indicated plans to continue such influence: shortly
after the National Conference on Religious Work in April 2016, the
president of the state-controlled Buddhist Association of China
(BAC) called on members to work toward government and Party
goals, including “joining with the nation’s legal regime to form a
modern institutional system for Buddhism.” 37 Yang Shihua, a dep-
uty secretary general of the state-sponsored Chinese Taoist Asso-
ciation, issued a statement saying that the government’s support of
numerous Taoist religious institutions would allow for “cultivating
an increasing number of patriotic and devout Taoist clergy.” 38

This past year, authorities continued to implement a 2012 cen-
tral government directive calling for comprehensive monitoring and
registration of Buddhist and Taoist sites, activities, and per-
sonnel.3? In December 2015, the State Administration for Religious
Affairs announced that it had published a comprehensive Internet
database of registered Buddhist and Taoist religious venues and
that it continues efforts to certify all Buddhist and Taoist venues.40
The stated purpose for the database is to prevent donation-seeking
by those “falsely claiming affiliation with either of the two religious
denominations.” 41 It is unclear whether the database may subject
religious venues to increased scrutiny. This past year, believers
practicing at unregistered venues reported feeling pressured to
limit their activities for fear of government sanction.42

This past year, authorities continued to characterize certain reli-
gious groups identifying with Buddhist and Taoist traditions as
“cult organizations.” For instance, an article published in state
media in March 2016 warned readers against cult organizations
that “misappropriate the teachings of Buddhism and Taoism,” in-
cluding Falun Gong and the Guangdong province-based Buddhist
group Huazang Dharma.43 [For more information, see Falun Gong
in this section.] In October 2015, the Zhuhai Intermediate People’s
Court in Zhuhai municipality, Guangdong, sentenced the leader of
Huazang Dharma, Wu Zeheng, to life imprisonment, deprivation of
political rights for life, and a fine 44 for violating Article 300 of the
PRC Criminal Law (“organizing and using a cult to undermine im-
plementation of the law”),45 as well as fraud, rape, and producing
and selling harmful and poisonous food.46 The court also sentenced
four other Huazang Dharma members to prison terms of up to four
years and fines.47 [For more information on Article 300 of the PRC
Criminal Law, see Section II—Criminal Justice.]
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Catholicism

During the 2016 reporting year, the Chinese government and
Communist Party continued efforts to control Chinese Catholic
leadership and religious practice. The Chinese government contin-
ued to deny Catholics in China the freedom to be ministered to by
bishops independently approved by the Holy See, which Catholics
view as essential to their faith.48 At the April 2016 National Con-
ference on Religious Work, an official characterized the Holy See’s
competing control over Catholic church hierarchy as a “[problem]
that need[s] to be urgently solved.”49 At a February 2016 meeting
of the two state-controlled Catholic organizations, the Catholic Pa-
triotic Association (CPA) and the Bishops’ Conference of the Catho-
lic Church in China (BCCCC), leaders emphasized the importance
of working toward “national rejuvenation” through the
“sinicization” of church practice and doctrine.50

The Chinese government continued to require that Catholic
bishops be selected through the state-controlled national religious
organizations.5l After the February meeting, CPA and BCCCC
leaders reportedly said that they would continue to follow govern-
ment guidance in ordaining bishops and to bring unregistered cler-
gy into their organizations.52 According to the Hong Kong Diocese’s
Holy Spirit Study Center, there are approximately 99 active
bishops in China, 29 of whom are not approved by the government
and minister to the underground church.53 After Pope Francis as-
sumed the papacy in 2013, the Holy See and the Chinese govern-
ment reportedly began a series of discussions regarding the system
of bishop appointments in China.?* In October 2015, shortly after
one meeting in Beijing municipality, the Holy See approved the
election of Tang Yuange,5> who had been elected through a govern-
ment-sponsored election in Chengdu municipality, Sichuan prov-
ince, in May 2014.56 In April 2016, Chinese and Holy See rep-
resentatives formed a working group to discuss the selection and
ordination of bishops in China;57 as of July 2016, both sides report-
edly acknowledged that talks were continuing.58

At the local level, government actions restricting freedom of reli-
gion for Catholics varied:

e According to U.S.-based non-governmental organization
ChinaAid, by the end of 2015 officials in Zhejiang province
had authorized the demolition of over 20 churches and the re-
moval of 1,500 crosses, targeting both Protestant and Catholic
churches.59 This state-sanctioned activity has taken place
under the “Three Rectifications and One Demolition” campaign
launched in 2014.60 [For more information on the cross-re-
moval campaign, see Protestantism in this section.]

¢ In Sichuan province, government officials reportedly re-
quired priests to submit reports on their understanding of
“sinicization” and its relation to the church, according to an
October 2015 Catholic news media report.61

¢ In Hebei province, where according to government figures,
the community of Catholics was around 1 million as of 2010,62
Catholic news organizations reported that five underground
Catholic priests went missing under suspicious circumstances
in April 2016; authorities later released two of the priests.63
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The Commission did not observe any updates as to the status
of the other three as of July 2016.

e Authorities in Hebei also have not given any information as
to the whereabouts or condition of three underground Hebei
bishops: Coadjutor Bishop Cui Tai of Xuanhua district,
Zhangjiakou municipality (detained in August 2014);%4 Bishop
Cosmas Shi Enxiang (missing since 2001; in February 2015 of-
ficials denied an wunconfirmed report that he had passed
away); 65 and Bishop James Su Zhimin of Baoding municipality
(detained in 1996; last seen in public in 2003).66 Family mem-
bers of Bishop Su reportedly appealed to authorities for his re-
lease following a general amnesty granted to disabled elderly
prisoners; following one appeal to a national-level official in
January 2015, authorities subjected the family to several days
of home confinement.67

e In Shanghai municipality, Bishop Thaddeus Ma Daqin of
the Diocese of Shanghai continued to be held under extralegal
confinement at Sheshan seminary.68 Authorities have re-
stricted Ma’s freedom of movement since his public resignation
from the CPA during his ordination ceremony in July 2012 69
and reportedly shut down his microblogging account around
May 2016.7° In June 2016, Bishop Ma published a post on his
personal blog stating that Christians should defer to national
laws conflicting with religious doctrine and calling his “words
and actions” toward the CPA a “mistake.”1 Several Chinese
Catholic believers and priests stated that they believed Bishop
Ma posted these statements due to government pressure.”2

Falun Gong

The Commission noted reports of continued harassment and
abuse of Falun Gong practitioners as part of a campaign launched
in 1999;73 this included official propaganda74 and censorship 7>
targeting the group, and harassment, arbitrary detention, abuse,
and prosecution of individual practitioners.”® The campaign has
been directed by policies issued by top-level government and Party
officials 77 and is overseen by the “610 Office,” an extralegal, Party-
rllm7 8security apparatus with branches at provincial and local lev-
els.

As in previous years, authorities continued to pressure Falun
Gong practitioners to renounce their beliefs in a process termed
“transformation through reeducation.”7? To this end, officials re-
portedly subjected practitioners to extreme physical and psycho-
logical coercion in prisons and in administrative detention facilities
such as “legal education centers” and compulsory drug detoxifica-
tion centers.80 Human rights organizations8! and practitioners
have documented coercive and violent practices against Falun Gong
practitioners during custody, including electric shocks,32 sleep dep-
rivation,83 food deprivation,84 forced feeding,85 forced drug adminis-
tration,8¢ beatings,37 sexual abuse,®® and forcible commitment to
psychiatric facilities.89

Authorities also harassed, detained, and arrested those with as-
sociations with Falun Gong that ranged from social media activity
to legal representation of practitioners. For example, in November
2015, the Ganyu District People’s Court in Lianyungang munici-
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pality, Jiangsu province, reportedly tried Wang Dushan for “using
the Internet to undermine national law,” a charge that his lawyer
said does not exist in Chinese law.90 According to family members,
Wang’s father was a Falun Gong practitioner, but Wang himself
had never practiced Falun Gong.?1 He was living in Beijing munici-
pality when authorities from his home district of Ganyu took him
into custody on July 11, 2015.92 Wang had forwarded several pic-
tures over social media, two of which included imagery and expres-
sions associated with Falun Gong.93

Lawyers defending Falun Gong practitioners continued to do so
at great personal risk:

e The Ministry of Public Security reportedly harassed and
threatened law professor Zhang Zanning following his rep-
resentation of Falun Gong practitioner Wu Hongwei in Novem-
ber 2015.9¢ The Ministry of Justice also investigated Zhang, re-
portedly due to his representation of multiple Falun Gong
practitioners in court.95

e Tianjin municipality police formally arrested prominent
human rights lawyer Wang Yu on January 8, 2016, on sus-
picion of “subversion of state power.” 96 Shortly after being de-
tained in July 2015, state media broadcast footage of Wang
“verbally abusing” court officials while representing Falun
Gong practitioners in a trial in April 2015.97 Independent re-
ports indicate that she was reacting to courtroom bailiffs after
they physically assaulted her client and choked her co-counsel
until he was close to suffocation.?®8 Authorities reportedly re-
leased Wang on bail in early August 2016, coinciding with the
airing of a prerecorded “confession” that members of the Chi-
nese human rights community believe was coerced.9°

e Officials continued to subject Gao Zhisheng, who was
among the first attorneys to represent Falun Gong practi-
tioners, to harassment, restriction of movement, and denial of
necessary medical treatment.190 In 2006, authorities sentenced
Gao to three years’ imprisonment, suspended for five years, for
“inciting subversion of state power.” 191 Authorities reportedly
harassed and tortured him during his suspended sentence,
which a Beijing court revoked in December 2011, ordering Gao
to serve the original three-year sentence.l92 During his deten-
tion and imprisonment, Gao was held in solitary confinement,
given little food, and beaten, including with an electric
baton.103

Courts and public security officials also committed numerous vio-
lations of legal procedure in cases involving Falun Gong practi-
tioners this reporting year. Defense lawyers were often unable to
provide adequate defense for Falun Gong practitioners: authorities
in some cases denied client meetings,194 adequate notice of trial,105
and adequate time and opportunity to present a defense during
trial.106 Authorities also have pressured families into dismissing
independently hired attorneys.107

International observers,198 including the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives 199 and the European Parliament,110 expressed concern
over reports that numerous organ transplantations in China have
used the organs of detained prisoners, including Falun Gong practi-
tioners.111 In a November 2015 interview, Huang Jiefu, the chair-
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man of the committee responsible for reforming China’s organ pro-
curement system, denied that the new system allowed the trans-
plantation of organs from executed prisoners.!12 International med-
ical professionals noted that such claims are impossible to verify
given the lack of transparency 113 and expressed skepticism of re-
forms 114 raised by discrepancies in official data.115 [For more infor-
mation on organ transplantation issues in China, see Section II—
Criminal Justice.]

Islam

During the reporting year, regulations controlling the religious
activities of Muslim believers remained in effect, while President Xi
Jinping 116 and state-sponsored Islamic leaders 117 called for the
“sinicization” of Islam. Continued government restrictions included
regulating the confirmation of religious personnel 118 and maintain-
ing the national “patriotic” Islamic group’s responsibility for orga-
nizing Hajj pilgrimages for all Chinese Muslims.?19 During a July
2016 visit to the Muslim community of the Ningxia Hui Autono-
mous Region, President Xi encouraged Muslims to practice their re-
ligion in conformity with Chinese society 120 and to resist extremist
religious influence.121

Officials also made a number of statements against the popu-
larization of practices and symbols associated with Islam.122 In one
example, Ye Xiaowen, administrator of a state-affiliated political
research institute and former State Administration for Religious
Affairs director,123 published a statement in state-sponsored media
in May 2016 linking the popularization of halal products and Ara-
bic street signs in certain regions to an “infiltration” of religious ex-
tremism.124 Ye characterized such phenomena as “harboring an
enormous threat to national unity and inciting ethnic antagonism,
imperiling the present situation of stable solidarity, social har-
mony, and friendly relations between ethnic groups.” 125> At the na-
tional level, state-affiliated researchers campaigned against stand-
ardized regulations for the halal food industry, reportedly contrib-
uting to the abandonment of draft regulations in April 2016.126
Concurrent to the statements and actions of officials and research-
ers, experts noted significant online commentary hostile to Islam,
raising concerns about rising anti-Muslim sentiment in China.127
In addition, overseas media reported that the November 2015
criminal detention of Ma Jun, an influential Salafi imam, indicated
that the government was adopting a more restrictive attitude to-
ward religious groups.128 Ma reportedly had “close ties” to the gov-
ernment 129 and official media had featured him as a model of a
moderate Islamic leader months before his detention.130 [For infor-
mation on official controls on Islam in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region, see Section IV—Xinjiang.]

Protestantism

During the reporting year, Chinese government and Communist
Party officials continued to prevent many Protestant Christians
from worshipping freely, taking a range of actions that experts be-
lieved were connected to the national-level “sinicization” cam-
paign.131 The government and Party continued to pressure a large
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number of unregistered house church Protestants to join the two
state-controlled organizations that manage Protestant religious
practice—the Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM) and the Chi-
nese Christian Council.132 Authorities in some areas, however, tar-
geted existing members of the patriotic religious organizations, par-
ticularly in Wenzhou municipality, Zhejiang province,133 a region
with a high concentration of Protestants.134

“Sinicization” of Christianity

As national-level officials called for the “sinicization” of several reli-
gions this past year, their rhetoric emphasized a need for believers to
alter their beliefs and activities to align with the Chinese political sys-
tem and culture.!35 Following the National Conference on Religious
Work in April 2016,136 Gao Feng, president of the state-sponsored Chi-
nese Christian Council, stated that Chinese Christianity must “be per-
sistent in developing in the direction of sinicization, and actively guide
Christianity to be compatible with socialist society.” 137 One of the pri-
mary figures responsible for developing the theory of “sinicization,” gov-
ernment official and scholar Zhuo Xinping,138 has elaborated that
“sinicization” for Chinese Christians requires “endorsing the Chinese po-
litical system, conforming to Chinese society, and embodying Chinese
culture.” 139 Zhuo asserted that Western values are “directly opposed to
and a repudiation of China’s current political system” and as a result,
Chinese Protestantism is in a position of conflicting political loyalties
and commitments.140

As a primary example of “sinicization” policy at the local level, experts
pointed to the “Five Introductions and Five Transformations” (wujin
wuhua) campaign ongoing in Zhejiang since 2015.141 The policy calls for
“introducing” the following five concepts into churches: (1) laws and reg-
ulations, (2) health and medicine, (3) science, (4) charity, and (5) the
promotion of social harmony; and for applying the following five “trans-
formations”: (1) to assimilate religious practices to local settings, (2) to
standardize church management, (3) to adapt theology to conform to
Chinese culture, (4) to make finances transparent, and (5) to render
church doctrines compatible with Chinese political values.42 One
Wenzhou church leader believed that the campaign was aimed at cir-
cumscribing church social activities and gaining control over church
management, finances, and doctrine.143

CONTINUED CAMPAIGN AGAINST CHURCHES IN ZHEJIANG PROVINCE

In the past year, authorities in Zhejiang province continued to
harass and closely monitor Christians. In one example, officials
continued to implement a campaign launched in 2013 purportedly
to address “illegal structures,” but which appeared to target Chris-
tian sites and crosses, many of which were state-approved.14¢ As of
September 2016, officials reportedly had removed more than 1,500
crosses (an estimated 90 percent of all church crosses in the prov-
ince) and destroyed more than 20 churches.145 Officials also ap-
peared to have increased government presence within churches; of-
ficials in Pingyang county, Wenzhou municipality, reportedly mon-
itored church gatherings in person so as to prevent discussion of
cross removals or other government policies.146 Other local govern-



9

ments in Zhejiang reportedly required churches to promote Party
policies aligning doctrine with official ideology by displaying propa-
ganda or allowing officials to speak during church services.14?

Many Protestants in Zhejiang defied or protested these meas-
ures, and officials reacted by increasing pressure on individuals;
leaders of registered churches who defended churches against cross
removals received especially harsh treatment. For example, in Feb-
ruary 2016, authorities sentenced government-appointed pastors
Bao Guohua and Xing Wenxiang of Jinhua municipality to 14 and
12 years in prison, respectively, on charges of “misappropriation of
funds,” “gathering a crowd to disturb social order,” “illegal business
activity,” and “concealing accounting and financial documents.” 148
In January 2016, Hangzhou municipal authorities detained Pastor
Gu Yuese after he wrote two open letters in 2015 opposing the
cross demolition campaign; he was released on bail in March
2016.149 Prior to his detention, Gu had served as the leader of Chi-
na’s largest government-sanctioned church and the head of the
Zhejiang Province Christian Council.150

Other local government actions against Protestant believers this
past year included reported threats5! and a ban on religious ac-
tivities, including prayer, in hospitals.152 Protestant believers re-
ported that local Party officials also conducted investigations of
Party members to identify whether they were Christians and orga-
nized groups to study Marxist religious views.153

Officials also targeted those providing legal assistance to church-
es facing forced cross removal. For example, in August 2015, au-
thorities detained lawyer Zhang Kai, who had provided legal coun-
sel to over 100 churches in Wenzhou.1* During his detention, au-
thorities reportedly forced Zhang to give a televised “confession” of
his crimes, which included “endangering state security.”155 In
March 2016, Zhang announced on social media that he had re-
turned to his parents’ home in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Re-
gion; he was reportedly released on bail pending investigation for
one year.1%6 [For more on televised confessions, see Section II—
Criminal Justice.]

RESTRICTION OF PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN OTHER
PROVINCES

Authorities in other regions of China also restricted Protestant
religious observance this past year. Government officials detained
Protestant believers,'57 conducted raids on church buildings and
gatherings,158 and pressured landlords to evict churches from
meeting spaces.1?® According to ChinaAid, churches in Guangdong
province were hit especially hard, with numerous house churches
subjected to government raids and many ultimately closed down.160
In Guizhou province, the Guiyang municipal government des-
ignated one of the municipality’s largest unregistered house
churches, Living Stone Church, as an “illegal social group.” 161
Guiyang authorities detained Living Stone pastor Li Guozhi (also
known as Yang Hua) and several others in December 2015 and ar-
rested Li on the charge of “intentionally leaking state secrets” in
January 2016; as of August 2016, Li still awaited trial at the
Nanming District People’s Court in Guiyang.162 In August 2016,
the Tianjin No. 2 Intermediate People’s Court tried and sentenced
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Hu Shigen, an advocate for religious freedom and democracy 163 to
seven years and six months’ imprisonment.164 Hu’s friends believe
that Hu was coerced into pleading guilty 165 to the charge of “sub-
version of state power.”166 Hu had led several underground
churches 167 and state media reported that he had “used illegal reli-
gious activities as a platform” to promote subversion of the Chinese
government and the socialist system.168

Other Religious Communities

Religious communities that do not fall within China’s five “main”
religions continue to exist in China; some enjoy official support,
while others face suppression from authorities. For example, de-
spite lacking formal recognition at the national level,169 some East-
ern Orthodox Christian communities are recognized at the local
level.170 In Harbin municipality, Heilongjiang province, the East-
ern Orthodox community is led by a Chinese priest who was or-
dained by the Russian Orthodox Church in October 2015 with the
tacit approval of the Chinese government.1?’1 In contrast, authori-
ties in Kaifeng municipality, Henan province, reportedly shut down
a Jewish educational center, banned foreign Jewish tour groups
from visiting the city, destroyed a well used by local Jewish believ-
ers for ritual bathing, and placed community members under sur-
veillance.172 The Chinese government also maintained its official
policy of allowing some foreign religious communities to hold reli-
gious services for foreign nationals.173
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