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BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

Findings 

• Chinese and international businesses are at risk of com-
plicity in—and of profiting from—the Chinese Communist 
Party and government’s use of forced labor to suppress ethnic 
minorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
(XUAR). Reports of state-sponsored forced labor implicate sup-
ply chains of industries and products including automobile 
manufacturing, red dates, and cotton and the garment indus-
try. 
• Investigations found that Chinese fast fashion direct-to-con-
sumer retailers Shein and Temu are linked to the XUAR and 
have exploited the US$800 de minimis threshold, which allows 
vendors to send shipments below that value without having to 
report basic data. 
• A May 2023 report detailed how the U.S. Federal Govern-
ment’s employee retirement plan, the Thrift Savings Plan 
(TSP), included options to invest in Chinese companies that 
are on watchlists or are sanctioned by the U.S. Government for 
their ties to forced labor in the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) or surveillance efforts in the XUAR. 
• Chinese and international companies were reported to be 
supporting the Chinese government’s data collection, surveil-
lance, and censorship. Some examples include: 

Æ China-based video surveillance manufacturer Uniview 
developed Uyghur recognition technology and co-authored 
ethnicity and skin color tracking policy standards; 
Æ Bresee, Uniview’s sister company, provided artificial in-
telligence support relating to ethnicity tracking and facial 
recognition; 
Æ U.S.-sanctioned Dahua and Hikvision and New Jersey- 
based video surveillance manufacturer Infinova developed 
various ‘‘alarms’’ to help police identify and detect poten-
tial political protests; 
Æ Apple removed full AirDrop functionality in China by 
setting a 10-minute limit for the file-sharing feature; 
Æ Thermo Fisher Scientific sold DNA equipment to police 
in the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR), where Human 
Rights Watch identified mass involuntary DNA collection 
programs; and 
Æ HSBC and PayPal HK targeted the League of Social 
Democrats, one of the last pro-democracy parties in Hong 
Kong, with forced closures of their accounts. 

• Leading up to the PRC Counterespionage Law’s July 1, 2023 
effective date, the Commission observed reports of Chinese au-
thorities targeting global firms including U.S.-headquartered 
corporation Mintz Group and U.S. consulting firm Bain & 
Company. 
• Abusive practices toward workers were found in Chinese fac-
tories of third-party printing inkjet and toner cartridge manu-
facturers. 
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Recommendations 

Members of the U.S. Congress and Administration officials are 
encouraged to take the following actions: 

Æ Work with like-minded governments and legislatures to en-
courage implementation of policies and legislation similar to 
the Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act (Public Law No. 117- 
78), which prohibits the importation of goods made in whole or 
in part in the XUAR. 
Æ Consider actions, including legislation as needed, that bol-
ster supply chain transparency, such as requiring supply chain 
mapping, corporate disclosures, comprehensive human rights 
due diligence, and country of origin labels for goods purchased 
and sold online. 
Æ Increase U.S. Customs and Border Protection funding to bol-
ster its ability to monitor imported goods for links to forced 
labor in the PRC. 
Æ Partner with like-minded governments to decrease reliance 
on imports from China and increase dialogue towards enhanc-
ing greater cooperation to resist PRC economic coercion. 
Æ Consider introducing a resolution in the United Nations to 
request a new Special Representative on the issue of human 
rights and transnational corporations and other business en-
terprises to be appointed by the Secretary-General. 
Æ Enhance interagency coordination to ensure alignment about 
companies that are sanctioned or blacklisted to avoid potential 
investments in Chinese or international firms implicated in 
genocide and crimes against humanity in the XUAR. 
Æ Engage U.S. companies on human rights issues in China 
such as forced labor, government surveillance, government cen-
sorship, and worker rights. Such engagement should include: 

Æ Encouraging companies that source a significant per-
centage of their products from China to trace the supply 
chain of these goods to ensure that they are not linked to 
PRC state-sponsored forced labor. Members should encour-
age such companies to protect both workers and whistle-
blowers at their factories and facilities in China and world-
wide; 
Æ Encouraging companies to change their approach to con-
ducting due diligence in China, moving beyond codes of 
conduct and third-party factory audits, which have proven 
to be ineffective and even harmful; 
Æ Encouraging companies to consider implementing diver-
sification plans to best protect themselves against PRC 
raids, bans, and economic coercion; 
Æ Encouraging companies to consider implementing Tai-
wan insurance plans to protect their employees in the 
event of a PRC invasion of Taiwan; and 
Æ Holding public hearings and private meetings with com-
panies to raise awareness of the risk of complicity in 
human rights abuses and privacy violations that U.S. com-
panies working in China face. 
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Introduction 

The U.N. Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights 
state that businesses have a responsibility to seek to avoid ‘‘causing 
or contributing to adverse human rights impacts.’’ 1 China-based 
companies and international companies that seek to operate in the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) may find themselves complicit in, 
or at risk of complicity in, the PRC’s human rights violations in-
cluding surveillance, data collection, censorship, crimes against hu-
manity,2 and genocide.3 

Former U.N. Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 
the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other 
business enterprises John Ruggie referred to complicity as ‘‘indirect 
involvement by companies in human rights abuses—where the ac-
tual harm is committed by another party, including governments 
and non-State actors . . . it may not matter that the company was 
merely carrying out normal business activities if those activities 
contributed to the abuse and the company was aware or should 
have been aware of its contribution. The fact that a company was 
following orders, fulfilling contractual obligations, or even com-
plying with national law will not, alone, guarantee it legal protec-
tion.’’ 4 

Corporate Involvement in XUAR Forced Labor 

Companies that do business in, source from, or work with compa-
nies in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR) are at 
risk of complicity in the human rights abuses being committed by 
the Chinese Communist Party and government in the region. In 
July 2022, U.N. Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slav-
ery Tomoya Obokata issued a report which found that in some in-
stances, forced labor involving Uyghurs, Kazakhs, and other ethnic 
minorities in the XUAR ‘‘may amount to enslavement as a crime 
against humanity.’’ 5 In August 2022, the Office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human Rights released an assessment of human 
rights concerns in the XUAR which included evidence of forced 
labor in ‘‘labor transfer’’ programs and in programs using the labor 
of current and former mass internment camp detainees.6 With the 
release of the assessment, one expert advised it ‘‘was no longer pos-
sible for any state, business or individual to have plausible 
deniability about the wide-ranging human rights abuses that have, 
and are continuing to occur, in [the XUAR].’’ 7 The use of audits to 
determine whether products are free of forced labor in the XUAR 
remains unreliable.8 

During the 2023 reporting year, the Commission observed the 
following reports detailing evidence of supply chains implicated or 
at risk of complicity in state-sponsored forced labor among minori-
ties from the XUAR: 

• Automobile Manufacturing. In December 2022, Sheffield 
Hallam University’s Helena Kennedy Centre for International 
Justice and non-profit research organization NomoGaia re-
leased a report documenting how the production of automobile 
manufacturing materials, ranging from ‘‘hood decals and car 
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frames to engine casings, interiors and electronics,’’ were found 
to be connected to Uyghur forced labor.9 International auto-
mobile brands implicated included BMW, Ford, Honda, Mer-
cedes-Benz, Nissan, Tesla, Toyota, Volkswagen, and 
Audi.10 
• Red Dates. In August 2022, the Uyghur Human Rights 
Project published a report revealing how red dates have a high 
risk of being tainted by forced labor due to fruit intercropping 
with XUAR cotton and the Xinjiang Construction and Produc-
tion Corps’ (XPCC)11 involvement in red date production.12 The 
report documented more than 70 brands of red dates grown or 
processed in the XUAR distributed by U.S.-based wholesalers, 
including Blooming Import and Growland Inc., which sell 
red dates online and to local stores in the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area.13 These included at least three brands of 
dates labeled with ‘‘Bingtuan,’’ representing the XPCC, on 
their packaging.14 
• Cotton and the Garment Industry. According to an April 
2023 report by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign 
Agricultural Service, roughly 91 percent of China’s total cotton 
production occurs in the XUAR, with roughly one-third of the 
region’s cotton output produced by the XPCC.15 A report by 
scholar Adrian Zenz detailed ongoing labor transfer programs 
involved in the XUAR’s cotton industry and the continued 
prevalence of the handpicking of cotton, despite official claims 
to the contrary.16 A Bloomberg investigation found that gar-
ments of Chinese online fast fashion brand Shein shipped to 
the U.S. are made with XUAR cotton17 and a global supply 
chain company found that products sold in the U.S. on e-com-
merce site Temu are linked to the XUAR.18 In May 2023, 
three Europe-based nongovernmental organizations and a 
Uyghur plaintiff filed a complaint requesting a French judicial 
investigation into garment companies Uniqlo, SMCP, 
Inditex, and Skechers USA for concealing crimes against hu-
manity and their reported links to Uyghur forced labor.19 

The Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act 

Effective since June 21, 2022, the Uyghur Forced Labor Preven-
tion Act (UFLPA; Public Law No. 117-78) establishes a rebuttable 
presumption that all goods made in whole or in part in the XUAR 
have been made with forced labor, and that the importation of such 
goods is prohibited by Section 307 of the Tariff Act of 1930.20 Dur-
ing this reporting year, however, Shein and Temu were reported to 
be exploiting the US$800 de minimis threshold21 to avoid scrutiny 
of the goods they import into the United States.22 In March 2023, 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection published a public dashboard 
to disclose enforcement statistics about shipments that have been 
subject to the UFLPA.23 Industries displayed on the dashboard in-
clude electronics, apparel, footwear, and textiles; industrial and 
manufacturing materials; agriculture and prepared products; con-
sumer products and mass merchandising; pharmaceuticals, health, 
and chemicals; machinery; base metals; and automotive and aero-
space.24 [For information on how government-sponsored forced 
labor violates international standards prohibiting human traf-

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:44 May 10, 2024 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 9903 Sfmt 9903 E:\CECC SF\FINAL CECC\INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS\BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS1 Msw
in

ds
or

2 
on

 L
A

P
4H

C
V

D
43

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IS

T
IL

LE
R



5 

Business and Human Rights 

ficking and forced labor, see Chapter 10—Human Trafficking. For 
more information on government-sponsored forced labor in the 
XUAR, see Chapter 18—Xinjiang.] 

U.S. Federal Employee Retirement Investments Linked to Rights 
Abuses in the XUAR 

In addition to global supply chains, U.S. federal employee retirement 
investments have also been found to be linked to crimes against human-
ity and genocide in the XUAR. A May 2023 report detailed findings by 
research and advocacy group Coalition for a Prosperous America and 
consulting firm Kilo Alpha Strategies about how the U.S. federal gov-
ernment’s employee retirement plan, the Thrift Savings Plan (TSP), in-
cluded options to invest in Chinese companies that are on watchlists or 
are sanctioned by the U.S. Government.25 Companies listed as options 
in the TSP include Changhong Meiling Co. Ltd., which develops elec-
tronics and is linked to XUAR forced labor; Huafu Fashion Co. Ltd., 
which is tied to forced labor in the XUAR’s cotton industry; Xiamen 
Meiya Pico Information Company, which contributed to the PRC’s 
surveillance efforts in the XUAR; and Xinjiang Daqo New Energy 
Co., which is linked to forced labor in the XUAR’s solar industry.26 

Companies’ Role in Government Data Collection, Surveillance, and 
Censorship across China 

PRC law authorizes the government to collect individuals’ data 
from companies without adequate protection for the internationally 
recognized right to privacy, and in the absence of an independent 
judiciary.27 For example, the PRC Cybersecurity Law requires com-
panies to provide technical support to authorities conducting crimi-
nal investigations or ‘‘safeguarding national security.’’ 28 While the 
law does not specify what such technical support entails,29 in the 
past, Chinese companies have processed bulk data to assist PRC 
intelligence services.30 The PRC National Intelligence Law requires 
entities operating in China—including companies—to support au-
thorities engaged in ‘‘intelligence work,’’ without defining what the 
government considers ‘‘intelligence work.’’ 31 [For more information 
on data collection and surveillance, see Chapter 16—Technology- 
Enhanced Authoritarianism.] 

DATA COLLECTION AND SURVEILLANCE 

Companies were reported to be supporting the PRC’s data collec-
tion and surveillance efforts. Reporting from technology research 
firm IPVM found that China-based video surveillance manufac-
turer Uniview, a key supplier of PRC surveillance technology, de-
veloped Uyghur recognition technology and co-authored ethnicity 
and skin color tracking policy standards to support security forces 
and government projects.32 Bresee, Uniview’s sister company and 
a partner of Huawei, provided artificial intelligence (AI) support 
relating to ethnicity tracking and facial recognition.33 China-based 
camera manufacturer Dahua developed ‘‘banner alarms’’ to detect 
unfurled banners in ‘‘indoor halls or relatively empty outdoor [city] 
squares [and] roads’’ to identify potential political protests, while 
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Hikvision created protest-related ‘‘alarms’’ to help police track and 
locate crowds.34 New Jersey-based video surveillance manufacturer 
Infinova also produced surveillance cameras with the ‘‘unfurled 
banner detection’’ capability, according to IPVM.35 

In November 2022, intelligence company Recorded Future pub-
lished a report detailing PRC government procurement of products 
from American companies for surveillance or data collection pur-
poses.36 For example, California-based Western Digital and 
Seagate Technology sold surveillance-specialized hard disk 
drives to Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR) government 
entities—including the U.S.-sanctioned Xinjiang Production and 
Construction Corps (XPCC).37 Public security bureaus in the 
XUAR, including in Urumqi municipality and Changji Hui Autono-
mous Prefecture, procured Seagate’s SkyHawk series of surveil-
lance-specialized storage products.38 The Hainan Province Public 
Security Department purchased hardware from U.S. companies 
IBM, Cisco, Comtech, and Motorola Solutions to assist with 
command center communications, mass surveillance and intel-
ligence gathering.39 The report also highlighted how Ryan Tech-
nologies, a California-based information technology consulting 
firm,40 facilitated the transfer of foreign technology, including from 
the United States, to public security entities in China.41 

PRC government tenders revealed police purchased DNA equip-
ment from Thermo Fisher Scientific to be used in the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region (TAR),42 where Human Rights Watch identified 
mass involuntary DNA collection programs.43 The Commission 
wrote to Thermo Fisher in December 2022 to inquire about the pos-
sibility that Thermo Fisher DNA sequencers and kits may have 
been used by TAR law enforcement agencies in mass DNA collec-
tion programs in recent years.44 Although Thermo Fisher replied to 
the Commission in January 2023,45 Tibetan activists raised con-
cerns that the company had not thoroughly addressed the issues at 
hand.46 Human Rights Watch previously raised concerns about the 
company’s sales of DNA sequencers to XUAR government enti-
ties.47 [For more information about how mass biometric data collec-
tion violates human rights in the TAR, see Chapter 17—Tibet. For 
more information on human rights violations and biometric data 
collection in the XUAR, see Chapter 18—Xinjiang.] 

Because companies must comply with demands to provide infor-
mation and access to data under the PRC’s cybersecurity and data 
security laws,48 several foreign governments highlighted privacy 
and security concerns for overseas users of TikTok, owned by Chi-
nese company ByteDance.49 Locations, internet protocol (IP) ad-
dresses, and personal financial information of TikTok users, cre-
ators, and businesses are reportedly accessible via servers in 
China.50 [For information on TikTok’s role in government censor-
ship, see below in this section.] 

GOVERNMENT CENSORSHIP, REMOVALS, AND CLOSURES 

The PRC government restricted freedom of expression during 
this reporting year, and companies were both targets and enablers 
of Chinese government censorship. Examples include: 

• Chinese platforms removed content that does not support 
PRC narratives. 
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Æ In March 2023, the Cyberspace Administration of China 
launched a campaign to ban media deemed as ‘‘rumors, 
harmful information, and false news’’ in ‘‘self-media’’ (zi 
meiti)51 resulting in closure of more than 66,600 accounts 
on Chinese social media platforms, including microblog 
Weibo, and video-sharing platforms Kuaishou and 
Douyin.52 
Æ Weibo blocked hashtags, including ‘‘Haidian,’’ ‘‘Beijing,’’ 
and ‘‘Sitong Bridge,’’ following an October 2022 banner 
protest, which took place at Sitong Bridge, located in 
Haidian district, Beijing municipality.53 Leading up to the 
anniversary of the 1989 Tiananmen protests and their vio-
lent suppression, Chinese search engine Baidu censored 
search results for maps relating to Sitong Bridge.54 
Æ ByteDance’s news platform Toutiao removed an essay 
that suggested Xi Jinping was responsible for China’s high 
levels of youth unemployment, according to China Digital 
Times in April 2023.55 The essay belonged to the ‘‘Kong 
Yiji’’ genre that addresses how college graduates are choos-
ing between unemployment in pursuit of a white-collar ca-
reer or stability in a blue-collar career.56 
Æ ByteDance’s video-sharing platform Douyin censors 
content that criticizes the Chinese Communist Party and 
government,57 as well as other content.58 On June 2, 2023, 
Douyin issued censorship guidance banning official ac-
counts from posting content, and ‘‘key opinion leaders’’ 
from posting advertising content on and around June 
Fourth.59 The guidance also included a warning to monitor 
comment sections of old posts for symbols relating to the 
1989 democracy movement and the violent suppression of 
the Tiananmen protests.60 

• Apple removed: 
Æ the social networking app ‘‘Damus’’ in China. The app, 
which had the ability to evade government censorship and 
included ‘‘content that is illegal,’’ had failed a PRC govern-
ment security assessment.61 
Æ websites in Hong Kong by aligning the privacy policy of 
their browser, Safari, in Hong Kong with Tencent’s filter 
which blocks ‘‘deceptive’’ websites.62 Among those websites 
temporarily blocked by the filter were GitLab, a code-shar-
ing website; Coinbase, a cryptocurrency exchange platform; 
and Mastodon, a social media platform.63 
Æ full AirDrop functionality in China, by setting a 10- 
minute limit to the file-sharing feature for Apple prod-
ucts.64 AirDrop was previously commonly used by pro-
testers in mainland China to circumvent official censor-
ship, and in Hong Kong to coordinate with other pro-
testers.65 

• Disney removed content in Hong Kong. In February 2023, 
the Financial Times reported that an episode of ‘‘The Simp-
sons’’ was removed from Disney Plus, Disney’s streaming serv-
ice, in Hong Kong.66 The episode, which initially aired in Octo-
ber 2022, made a reference to ‘‘forced labour camps where chil-
dren make smartphones’’ in China.67 The Hong Kong govern-
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ment and Disney did not comment on whether the government 
requested the removal.68 A Hong Kong-based scholar specu-
lated that Disney engaged in self-censorship to maintain its 
business ties in China.69 [For more information on censorship 
in Hong Kong, see Chapter 19—Hong Kong and Macau.] 
• AI chatbots created by Chinese companies such as Alibaba, 
Baidu, and SenseTime Group Inc.,70 are required to adhere 
to PRC regulations, including two new regulations on genera-
tive AI: the Provisions on the Administration of Deep Syn-
thesis Internet Information Services71 and draft Measures for 
the Management of Generative Artificial Intelligence Serv-
ices.72 Under these two new regulations and similar to prior 
internet regulations, technology companies would be respon-
sible for content management and censorship.73 According to a 
China law expert, ‘‘. . . unclear standards for permissible con-
tent and harsh penalties could lead service providers to over- 
censor, or hobble their products, as they try to avoid liability. 
Unfortunately, this type of chilling effect is common in Chinese 
speech regulation.’’ 74 
• HSBC and PayPal HK targeted the League of Social Demo-
crats (LSD), one of the last pro-democracy parties in Hong 
Kong.75 The LSD posted on Facebook about the forced closure 
of their PayPal HK account in October 2022.76 PayPal cited 
‘‘excessive risks’’ as the reason for the closure of the LSD’s ac-
count.77 In April and May 2022, HSBC closed three bank ac-
counts belonging to the LSD, hindering the LSD from con-
tinuing their work and receiving donations from supporters.78 
In a letter to HSBC, the leader of the LSD described the forced 
closures as an act to ‘‘reduce the freedom of expression and 
freedom of choice of ordinary Hongkongers.’’ 79 The forced ter-
mination of the LSD’s PayPal and HSBC accounts are likely to 
be politically motivated to obstruct the LSD’s work in light of 
the National Security Law.80 

[For more information on censorship and suppression of expression, 
see Chapter 1—Freedom of Expression.] 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:44 May 10, 2024 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 9903 Sfmt 9903 E:\CECC SF\FINAL CECC\INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS\BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS1 Msw
in

ds
or

2 
on

 L
A

P
4H

C
V

D
43

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IS

T
IL

LE
R



9 

Business and Human Rights 

Amendments to the PRC Counterespionage Law and Impact on 
Global Businesses 

Given the lack of safeguards for the freedoms of expression and asso-
ciation in the PRC, international corporations doing business in China 
are at risk of not only corporate complicity, but also government raids or 
investigations, and subject to the legal risks of noncompliance with PRC 
laws. 

In April 2023, the National People’s Congress Standing Committee 
amended the PRC Counterespionage Law (effective July 1, 2023) in 
ways that may negatively affect government transparency and subject 
company employees to arbitrary detention.81 The revised law broadened 
the definition of acts of ‘‘espionage,’’ and further granted state security 
agencies authority to investigate such activities.82 Under the law’s ex-
panded application, foreign enterprises may trigger investigations and 
‘‘face unexpected risks’’ by conducting what are otherwise normal busi-
ness operations such as recruitment of local talent, cross-border projects, 
and research initiatives with overseas partners.83 

An expert advised that ‘‘what due-diligence firms do in China puts 
them in conflict with how China thinks about information and what in-
formation should be shared with foreigners.’’ 84 Leading up to the re-
vised PRC Counterespionage Law’s effective date, the Commission ob-
served how Chinese authorities were targeting global firms with raids 
and investigations.85 For example, in March 2023, Chinese authorities 
raided the Beijing municipality office of Mintz Group, a U.S.- 
headquartered corporation, and held five local staff members incommu-
nicado.86 Prior to the raid, Mintz Group reportedly conducted due dili-
gence work examining supply chain links to forced labor in the XUAR.87 
Chinese police, in addition, visited the Shanghai municipality office of 
U.S. consulting firm Bain & Company more than once to interrogate 
employees and to confiscate computers and phones.88 

Exporting China’s Censorship 

In July 2022, the U.S. International Trade Commission issued a 
report which found ‘‘some businesses consider the costs of com-
plying with Chinese censorship as part of the cost of doing business 
in China . . ., while other firms may not consider complying with 
Chinese censorship to be costly, as the benefits of gaining access 
to the Chinese market outweigh the costs associated with Chinese 
censorship.’’ 89 Companies can face expulsion from the Chinese 
market, loss of revenue, or other forms of punishment for speech 
or actions that do not align with PRC narratives or censorship 
guidelines.90 As a result, international companies often self-censor 
or assist the PRC in exporting censorship for the sake of maintain-
ing market access, while Chinese companies operating overseas ad-
here to PRC censorship.91 Instances of exported censorship and 
self-censorship outside of China during this reporting period in-
clude: 

• Tencent’s WeChat censoring content overseas, including 
posts that were ‘‘positive towards the United States,’’ with an 
account being shut down after posting an article that favorably 
reviewed the 2020 U.S. presidential election.92 In September 
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2022, WeChat warned users outside of China that their per-
sonal data, including browsing and search history, would be 
transmitted to China, raising concerns about censorship from 
users overseas.93 Overseas WeChat users from the Chinese di-
aspora are often hesitant to publicly disclose their experiences 
of censorship and harassment due to fears of government retal-
iation against their family members in China.94 [For more in-
formation about transnational repression by the PRC govern-
ment, see Chapter 20—Human Rights Violations in the U.S. 
and Globally.] 
• Social media app TikTok, owned by Chinese company 
ByteDance suspending or banning U.S.-based accounts of 
those critical of PRC rights abuses, including non-profit Acton 
Institute’s account, for posts about the documentary ‘‘The Hong 
Konger: Jimmy Lai’s Extraordinary Struggle for Freedom,’’ 95 
and professional basketball player Enes Freedom’s account, for 
posting about the PRC’s human rights violations.96 TikTok 
also tracked or filtered ‘‘sensitive’’ posts, such as queries about 
the violent suppression of the 1989 Tiananmen protests, and 
independence for Hong Kong and Taiwan.97 
• China-based video game developer miHoYo’s censorship of 
international versions of its games, by applying domestic cen-
sorship rules which led to warning or banning players who 
used ‘‘sensitive’’ words or phrases when setting up their pro-
files.98 Such censorship appears to be expanding on miHoYo’s 
past-reported practice of replacing such ‘‘sensitive’’ phrases 
with asterisks in chat feeds.99 

Worker Exploitation and Abusive Labor Practices 

The lack of protection for Chinese workers under Chinese law 
and the lack of enforcement of existing Chinese laws allow for abu-
sive practices toward workers in Chinese factories of global busi-
nesses. The Chinese Communist Party-led All-China Federation of 
Trade Unions (ACFTU) remains the only trade union organization 
permitted under Chinese law.100 

A report by China Labor Watch, a U.S.-based nongovernmental 
organization, found instances of abuse and rights violations in Chi-
nese factories of third-party printing inkjet and toner cartridge 
manufacturers Zhuhai Mingtu Technology Co. Ltd., and 
Zhuhai Chaojun Co. Ltd., under Dinglong Co. Ltd., in Zhuhai 
municipality, Guangdong province.101 The report included exam-
ples of workers’ unpaid overtime, unsafe working conditions, dis-
criminatory recruitment processes, illegal employment of underage 
workers, and psychological abuse.102 The report also detailed the 
absence of unions or independent worker representatives for work-
ers to freely address workplace issues.103 

Information emerged during this reporting year on forced labor 
by prisoners at Chishan Prison, located in Yuanjiang city, Yiyang 
municipality, Hunan province. Lee Ming-cheh, a Taiwanese 
human rights activist held in Chishan Prison from 2017 to 2022, 
detailed how he was forced to make gloves bearing the branding of 
American tool manufacturing company Milwaukee Tool while in 
prison.104 Shi Minglei described how prison authorities have sub-
jected her husband Cheng Yuan, the co-founder of an anti-health 
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discrimination nongovernmental organization who currently is im-
prisoned in Chishan Prison, to forced labor to sew gloves.105 A May 
2023 investigative report detailed that political prisoners were 
forced to produce gloves in Chishan Prison for Shanghai Select 
Safety Products, which is one of the suppliers for Milwaukee 
Tool.106 [For more information on the rights of workers in China, 
see Chapter 11—Worker Rights.] 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:44 May 10, 2024 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 9903 Sfmt 9903 E:\CECC SF\FINAL CECC\INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS\BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS1 Msw
in

ds
or

2 
on

 L
A

P
4H

C
V

D
43

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IS

T
IL

LE
R



12 

Notes to Chapter 14—Business and Human Rights 
1 Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Guiding Principles on Business 

and Human Rights HR/PUB/11/04, June 16, 2011, principle 13. 
2 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, adopted by the United Nations Diplo-

matic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an International Criminal Court, 
A/CONF.183/9, July 17, 1998, entry into force July 1, 2002, art. 7; Council on Foreign Relations, 
‘‘China’s Repression of Uyghurs in Xinjiang,’’ updated September 22, 2022. See also Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on China, 2022 Annual Report (Washington: November 2022), 258, 
307. 

3 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, adopted by the United Nations Diplo-
matic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an International Criminal Court, 
A/CONF.183/9, July 17, 1998, entry into force July 1, 2022, art. 6; Newlines Institute for Strat-
egy and Policy and Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, ‘‘The Uyghur Genocide: An Ex-
amination of China’s Breaches of the 1948 Genocide Convention,’’ March 2021, 49–50; Beth Van 
Schaack, ‘‘Genocide Against the Uyghurs: Legal Grounds for the United States’ Bipartisan Geno-
cide Determination,’’ Just Security, January 27, 2021; Convention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide (Genocide Convention), approved by U.N. General Assembly reso-
lution 260 (III) of December 9, 1948, entry into force January 12, 1951, art. 2; United Nations 
Treaty Collection, Chapter IV, Human Rights, Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide, accessed July 11, 2023. 

4 U.N. Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
on the Issue of Human Rights and Transnational Corporations and Other Business Enterprises, 
John Ruggie, A/HRC/8/5, April 7, 2008, paras. 73, 80. 

5 U.N. Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of 
slavery, including its causes and consequences, Tomoya Obokata, A/HRC/51/26, July 19, 2022, 
paras. 23–24. See also Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, adopted by the United 
Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an International 
Criminal Court of July 17, 1998, entry into force July 1, 2002, art. 7(c). 

6 Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, ‘‘OHCHR Assessment of Human 
Rights Concerns in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, People’s Republic of China,’’ Au-
gust 31, 2022, paras. 118–23. 

7 John Power, ‘‘UN Report on Xinjiang Ups Pressure on Brands from Nike to Airbnb,’’ Al 
Jazeera, September 1, 2022. 

8 ‘‘Common Concerns about Addressing Uyghur Forced Labor,’’ Helena Kennedy Centre for 
International Justice, Sheffield Hallam University, Issue Brief 4 (May 2023). For a discussion 
on audits in the XUAR from the Commission’s 2022 reporting year, see Congressional-Executive 
Commission on China, 2022 Annual Report (Washington: November 2022), 260. 

9 Laura T. Murphy et al., ‘‘Driving Force: Automotive Supply Chains and Forced Labor in the 
Uyghur Region,’’ Helena Kennedy Centre for International Justice, Sheffield Hallam University, 
December 2022. 

10 Laura T. Murphy et al., ‘‘Driving Force: Automotive Supply Chains and Forced Labor in 
the Uyghur Region,’’ Helena Kennedy Centre for International Justice, Sheffield Hallam Univer-
sity, December 2022, 1, 14, 36, 41. 

11 The XPCC is a paramilitary organization that advances Chinese Communist Party control 
over the XUAR. U.S. Department of the Treasury. ‘‘Treasury Sanctions Chinese Entity and Offi-
cials Pursuant to Global Magnitsky Human Rights Executive Order,’’ July 31, 2020. For a dis-
cussion of the XPCC and its links to human rights abuses in the XUAR from the Commission’s 
2020 reporting year, see Congressional-Executive Commission on China, 2020 Annual Report 
(Washington: December 2020), 240–41. 

12 Nuzigum Setiwaldi, Uyghur Human Rights Project, ‘‘Fruits of Uyghur Forced Labor: Sanc-
tioned Products on American Grocery Store Shelves,’’ August 28, 2022, 1, 5, 7–8. 

13 Nuzigum Setiwaldi, Uyghur Human Rights Project, ‘‘Fruits of Uyghur Forced Labor: Sanc-
tioned Products on American Grocery Store Shelves,’’ August 28, 2022, 1, 13, 15, 24. 

14 Nuzigum Setiwaldi, Uyghur Human Rights Project, ‘‘Fruits of Uyghur Forced Labor: Sanc-
tioned Products on American Grocery Store Shelves,’’ August 28, 2022, 1, 12. 

15 Global Agricultural Information Network, Foreign Agricultural Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, ‘‘Cotton and Products Annual: People’s Republic of China,’’ April 5, 2023, 3. 

16 Adrian Zenz, ‘‘Coercive Labor in the Cotton Harvest in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region and Uzbekistan: A Comparative Analysis of State-Sponsored Forced Labor,’’ Journal of 
Communist and Post-Communist Studies 56, no. 2 (June 2023): 4–5, 18–19. 

17 Sheridan Prasso, ‘‘Shein’s Cotton Tied to Chinese Region Accused of Forced Labor,’’ 
Bloomberg, November 20, 2022. 

18 Sheridan Prasso, ‘‘Temu Sells Products in US Linked to Forced Labor in China’s Uyghur 
Region, Analysis Shows,’’ Bloomberg, June 13, 2023. 

19 Sherpa, Collectif Ethique sur l’Etiquette, and European Uyghur Institute, ‘‘Uyghur Forced 
Labor: NGOs File New Complaint Requesting Judicial Investigation against Garment Compa-
nies,’’ May 17, 2023. The NGOs filed the new complaint after the prosecutor’s office closed the 
inquiry on a complaint they filed in April 2021, saying it lacked jurisdiction to prosecute the 
offense. 

20 Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act (Public Law 117–78). See also U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection, ‘‘CBP Issues Region-Wide Withhold Release Order on Products Made by Slave 
Labor in Xinjiang,’’ January 13, 2021; U.S. Customs and Border Protection, ‘‘Uyghur Forced 
Labor Prevention Act: U.S. Customs and Border Protection Operational Guidance for Import-
ers,’’ June 13, 2022. 

21 Josh Zumbrun, ‘‘How a Trade Loophole May Be Letting in Chinese Imports Made with 
Forced Labor,’’ Wall Street Journal, May 26, 2023; Congressional-Executive Commission on 
China, ‘‘Bipartisan Group of Lawmakers Seeks Answers From Administration about Enforce-

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:44 May 10, 2024 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 9903 Sfmt 9903 E:\CECC SF\FINAL CECC\INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS\BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS1 Msw
in

ds
or

2 
on

 L
A

P
4H

C
V

D
43

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IS

T
IL

LE
R



13 

Business and Human Rights 

ment of Forced Labor Legislation,’’ April 11, 2023. The de minimis threshold allows vendors to 
send shipments without having to report basic data, if the value is under US$800. 

22 Sheridan Prasso, ‘‘Shein’s Cotton Tied to Chinese Region Accused of Forced Labor,’’ 
Bloomberg, November 20, 2022; Ana Swanson and Claire Fu, ‘‘Congress Spotlights ‘Serious’ 
Forced Labor Concerns with Chinese Shopping Sites,’’ New York Times, June 22, 2023. 

23 U.S. Customs and Border Protection, ‘‘Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act Statistics,’’ 
accessed June 12, 2023. 

24 U.S. Customs and Border Protection, ‘‘Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act Statistics,’’ 
accessed June 12, 2023. See chart titled ‘‘Shipment Count by Industry and Exam Result.’’ 

25 Valerie Bauman and Didi Kirsten Tatlow, ‘‘Chinese Firms That Threaten U.S. Security Can 
Get Investment from Federal Employees,’’ Newsweek, May 22, 2023. 

26 Valerie Bauman and Didi Kirsten Tatlow, ‘‘Chinese Firms That Threaten U.S. Security Can 
Get Investment from Federal Employees,’’ Newsweek, May 22, 2023. For more information on 
individual companies, see the chart titled ‘‘Sanctioned Chinese Companies Available Via TSP.’’ 
For Changhong Meiling Co. Ltd., see the fourth slide; for Huafu Fashion Co. Ltd., see the sev-
enth slide; for Xiamen Meiya Pico Information Company and Xinjiang Daqo New Energy Co., 
see the tenth slide. 

27 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted and proclaimed by U.N. General Assembly 
resolution 217A (III) of December 10, 1948, art 12; International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR), adopted by U.N. General Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) of December 16, 
1966, entry into force March 23, 1976, art. 17; United Nations Treaty Collection, Chapter IV, 
Human Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, accessed May 30, 2023. 
China has signed but not ratified the ICCPR. See also U.N. Human Rights Council, The Right 
to Privacy in the Digital Age, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, A/HRC/39/29, August 3, 2018, paras. 5–11, 17, 23; U.N. General Assembly, Resolution 
Adopted by U.N. General Assembly on December 18, 2013: 68/167. The Right to Privacy in the 
Digital Age, A/RES/68/167, January 21, 2014. 

28 Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Wangluo Anquan Fa [PRC Cybersecurity Law], passed No-
vember 7, 2016, effective June 1, 2017, art. 28; National Counterintelligence and Security Cen-
ter, ‘‘Safeguarding our Future,’’ June 20, 2023; Congressional-Executive Commission on China, 
2021 Annual Report (Washington: March 2022), 216. 

29 Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Wangluo Anquan Fa [PRC Cybersecurity Law], passed No-
vember 7, 2016, effective June 1, 2017, art. 28; Donald C. Clarke, ‘‘The Zhong Lun Declaration 
on the Obligations of Huawei and Other Chinese Companies under Chinese Law,’’ Social Science 
Research Network, posted March 28, 2019, 9–11; Amnesty International, ‘‘When Profits Threat-
en Privacy—5 Things You Need to Know about Apple in China,’’ February 27, 2018. 

30 Zach Dorfman, ‘‘Tech Giants are Giving China a Vital Edge in Espionage,’’ Foreign Policy, 
December 23, 2020. 

31 Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Guojia Qingbao Fa [PRC National Intelligence Law], passed 
June 27, 2017, effective June 28, 2017, arts. 7, 14; Donald C. Clarke, ‘‘The Zhong Lun Declara-
tion on the Obligations of Huawei and Other Chinese Companies under Chinese Law,’’ Social 
Science Research Network, posted March 28, 2019, 9–11; Murray Scot Tanner, ‘‘Beijing’s New 
National Intelligence Law: From Defense to Offense,’’ Lawfare (blog), July 20, 2017. 

32 Charles Rollet and Conor Healy, ‘‘Uniview PRC China Investigation: State Surveillance, 
Xinjiang/Tibet, and the CCP,’’ IPVM, February 20, 2023. 

33 Charles Rollet and Conor Healy, ‘‘Uniview PRC China Investigation: State Surveillance, 
Xinjiang/Tibet, and the CCP,’’ IPVM, February 20, 2023. 

34 Charles Rollet, ‘‘Dahua Selling Protestor / Banner Alarms, Deletes Evidence,’’ IPVM, May 
30, 2023; Johana Bhuiyan, ‘‘Police in China Can Track Protests by Enabling ‘Alarms’ on 
Hikvision Software,’’ Guardian, December 29, 2022; Federal Register, ‘‘Addition of Certain Enti-
ties to the Entity List,’’ October 9, 2019. China-based companies Dahua and Hikvision were 
sanctioned by the United States in 2019. 

35 Charles Rollet, ‘‘Dahua Selling Protestor / Banner Alarms, Delete Evidence,’’ IPVM, May 
30, 2023. 

36 Zoe Haver, ‘‘The Role of US Technology in China’s Public Security System,’’ Insikt Group, 
Recorded Future, November 1, 2022, 22. 

37 Zoe Haver, ‘‘The Role of US Technology in China’s Public Security System,’’ Insikt Group, 
Recorded Future, November 1, 2022, 22. 

38 Zoe Haver, ‘‘The Role of US Technology in China’s Public Security System,’’ Insikt Group, 
Recorded Future, November 1, 2022, 40. 

39 Zoe Haver, ‘‘The Role of US Technology in China’s Public Security System,’’ Insikt Group, 
Recorded Future, November 1, 2022, 18, 19. 

40 Ryan Technologies Group, LLC, (webpage), accessed June 29, 2023. 
41 Zoe Haver, ‘‘The Role of US Technology in China’s Public Security System,’’ Insikt Group, 

Recorded Future, November 1, 2022, 2, 12, 13. 
42 Mara Hvistendahl, ‘‘Tibetan Police Bought Thermo Fisher DNA Equipment, Chinese Gov-

ernment Documents Show,’’ Intercept, September 13, 2022. 
43 Human Rights Watch, ‘‘China: New Evidence of Mass DNA Collection in Tibet,’’ September 

5, 2022. 
44 Letter from Jeffrey A. Merkley, James P. McGovern, Marco Rubio, and Christopher H. 

Smith, Commissioners, Congressional-Executive Commission on China, to Marc N. Casper, 
Chairman, President and CEO, Thermo Fisher Scientific, December 15, 2022. 

45 Letter from Marc N. Casper, Chairman, President and CEO, Thermo Fisher Scientific, to 
Jeffrey A. Merkley, Christopher H. Smith, Marco Rubio, and James P. McGovern, Commis-
sioners, Congressional-Executive Commission on China, January 24, 2023. 

46 Free Tibet, Students for a Free Tibet, and International Tibet Network, ‘‘Tibet Group Re-
sponse to Thermo Fisher’s Flawed Reply to the Congressional Executive Commission on China,’’ 
February 28, 2023. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:44 May 10, 2024 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 9903 Sfmt 9903 E:\CECC SF\FINAL CECC\INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS\BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS1 Msw
in

ds
or

2 
on

 L
A

P
4H

C
V

D
43

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IS

T
IL

LE
R



14 

Business and Human Rights 

47 Human Rights Watch, ‘‘China: Minority Region Collects DNA from Millions,’’ December 13, 
2017. 

48 Kristen E. Busch, ‘‘TikTok: Recent Data Privacy and National Security Concerns,’’ CRS In-
sight, Congressional Research Service, IN12131, March 29, 2023; Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo 
Wangluo Anquan Fa [PRC Cybersecurity Law], passed November 7, 2016, effective June 1, 
2017, arts. 9, 28; Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Shuju Anquan Fa [PRC Data Security Law], 
passed June 10, 2021, effective September 1, 2021, arts. 24, 35; Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo 
Geren Xinxi Baohu Fa [PRC Personal Information Protection Law], passed August 20, 2021, ef-
fective November 1, 2021, arts. 13, 26, 35, 58(4). 

49 Kelvin Chan, ‘‘Here Are the Countries That Have Bans on TikTok,’’ Associated Press, April 
4, 2023; Sapna Maheshwari and Amanda Holpuch, ‘‘Why Countries Are Trying to Ban TikTok,’’ 
New York Times, May 23, 2023. 

50 Alexandra S. Levine, ‘‘TikTok Creators’ Financial Info, Social Security Numbers Have Been 
Stored in China,’’ Forbes, May 30, 2023; Emily Baker-White, ‘‘TikTok Parent ByteDance Planned 
to Use TikTok to Monitor the Physical Location of Specific American Citizens,’’ Forbes, October 
20, 2022. 

51 Cyberspace Administration of China, ‘‘Guanyu kaizhan ‘Qinglang Congyan Zhengzhi ‘‘Zi 
Meiti’’ Luanxiang Zhuanxiang Xingdong de tongzhi’’ [Circular on launching the special action 
of ‘‘Cleaning and Strictly Rectifying the Chaos of ‘Self Media’ ’’], issued March 2, 2023, effective 
March 12, 2023; Li Xin, ‘‘China Targets Self-Media Accounts to Rein in Rumors,’’ Sixth Tone, 
March 13, 2023. 

52 Cyberspace Administration of China, ‘‘Qinglang Congyan Zhengzhi ‘Zi Meiti’ luanxiang 
zhuanxiang xingdong qude jieduanxing chengxiao’’ [Special action of ‘‘Cleaning and Strictly Rec-
tifying the Chaos of ‘Self Media’ ’’ has achieved results], May 27, 2023. 

53 Daisuke Wakabayashi and Claire Fu, ‘‘China’s Internet Censors Race to Quell Beijing Pro-
test Chatter,’’ New York Times, October 14, 2022. 

54 Amy Hawkins, ‘‘Chinese Censors Remove Protest Site Sitong Bridge from Online Maps,’’ 
Guardian, June 2, 2023. 

55 ‘‘Censors Delete Essay That Blames Xi Jinping for Poverty of ‘Kong Yiji,’ ’’ China Digital 
Times, April 12, 2023. 

56 ‘‘Censors Delete Essay That Blames Xi Jinping for Poverty of ‘Kong Yiji,’ ’’ China Digital 
Times, April 12, 2023; Michael Schuman, ‘‘The End of Optimism in China,’’ Atlantic, June 29, 
2023. See also ‘‘Word(s) of the Week: ‘Kong Yiji Literature’ (Kong yiji wenxue).’’ China Digital 
Times, March 29, 2023. 

57 Allison Hung and Charles Rollet, ‘‘Douyin Bans Pro-LGBT Content,’’ IPVM, January 3, 
2023. 

58 ‘‘How Douyin Censors Anti-PRC, Communist Party Content,’’ IPVM, December 28, 2022. 
59 ‘‘Minitrue: June 4 Content Restrictions for Douyin Official Accounts and Key Opinion Lead-

ers,’’ China Digital Times, June 2, 2023. 
60 ‘‘Minitrue: June 4 Content Restrictions for Douyin Official Accounts and Key Opinion Lead-

ers,’’ China Digital Times, June 2, 2023. 
61 Gu Ting and Chingman, ‘‘Apple Takes Down Anonymous Social Media App Damus from 

China App Store,’’ Radio Free Asia, February 3, 2023; Damus (@damusapp), ‘‘That was fast,’’ 
Twitter, February 2, 2023, 1:54 p.m. 

62 Sam Biddle, ‘‘Apple Brings Mainland Chinese Web Censorship to Hong Kong,’’ Intercept, 
January 26, 2023. 

63 Sam Biddle, ‘‘Apple Brings Mainland Chinese Web Censorship to Hong Kong,’’ Intercept, 
January 26, 2023; Newley Purnell, ‘‘American Tech Giants Are Slowly Cutting Off Hong Kong 
Internet Users,’’ Wall Street Journal, June 12, 2023. 

64 Zachary M. Seward, ‘‘Apple Hobbled a Crucial Tool of Dissent in China Weeks before Wide-
spread Protests Broke Out,’’ Quartz, November 27, 2022. 

65 Zachary M. Seward, ‘‘Apple Hobbled a Crucial Tool of Dissent in China Weeks before Wide-
spread Protests Broke Out,’’ Quartz, November 27, 2022. 

66 Chan Ho-him, ‘‘Disney Cuts ‘Simpsons’ Episode with China Labour Camp Reference in 
Hong Kong,’’ Financial Times, February 6, 2023; Sara Fischer and Rebecca Falconer, ‘‘Disney 
Drops ‘Simpsons’ Episode in Hong Kong That Mentions ‘Forced Labor,’ ’’ Axios, February 6, 2023. 

67 Chan Ho-him, ‘‘Disney Cuts ‘Simpsons’ Episode with China Labour Camp Reference in 
Hong Kong,’’ Financial Times, February 6, 2023; Sara Fischer and Rebecca Falconer, ‘‘Disney 
Drops ‘Simpsons’ Episode in Hong Kong That Mentions ‘Forced Labor,’ ’’ Axios, February 6, 2023. 

68 Chan Ho-him, ‘‘Disney Cuts ‘Simpsons’ Episode with China Labour Camp Reference in 
Hong Kong,’’ Financial Times, February 6, 2023. 

69 Chan Ho-him, ‘‘Disney Cuts ‘Simpsons’ Episode with China Labour Camp Reference in 
Hong Kong,’’ Financial Times, February 6, 2023. 

70 Raffaele Huang, ‘‘China Moves to Censor AI,’’ Wall Street Journal, April 11, 2023. 
71 Cyberspace Administration of China, Ministry of Public Security, and Ministry of Industry 

and Information Technology, Hulian Wang Xinxi Fuwu Shendu Hecheng Guanli Guiding [Provi-
sions on the Administration of Deep Synthesis Internet Information Services], passed November 
3, 2022, effective January 10, 2023. See also the unofficial translation: ‘‘Provisions on the Ad-
ministration of Deep Synthesis Internet Information Services,’’ translated in China Law Trans-
late, December 11, 2022. 

72 Cyberspace Administration of China, ‘‘Guanyu ‘Shengchengshi Rengong Zhineng Fuwu 
Guanli Banfa’ (zhengqiu yijian gao)’ gongkai zhengqiu yijian de tongzhi’’ [Circular regarding the 
open solicitation of comments on the ‘‘Measures for the Management of Generative Artificial In-
telligence Services (draft for comment)—April 11, 2023. See also the following unofficial trans-
lation: ‘‘Translation: Measures for the Management of Generative Artificial Intelligence Services 
(Draft for Comment)—April 2023,’’ translated in China Law Translate, April 11, 2023. 

73 Cyberspace Administration of China, Ministry of Public Security, and Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology, Hulian Wang Xinxi Fuwu Shendu Hecheng Guanli Guiding [Provi-

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:44 May 10, 2024 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 9903 Sfmt 9903 E:\CECC SF\FINAL CECC\INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS\BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS1 Msw
in

ds
or

2 
on

 L
A

P
4H

C
V

D
43

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IS

T
IL

LE
R



15 

Business and Human Rights 

sions on the Administration of Deep Synthesis Internet Information Services], passed November 
3, 2022, effective January 10, 2023; Cyberspace Administration of China, ‘‘Guanyu 
‘Shengchengshi Rengong Zhineng Fuwu Guanli Banfa’ (zhengqiu yijian gao)’ gongkai zhengqiu 
yijian de tongzhi’’ [Circular regarding the open solicitation of comments on the ‘‘Measures for 
the Management of Generative Artificial Intelligence Services (draft for comment)], April 11, 
2023; Laney Zhang, ‘‘China: Provisions on Deep Synthesis Technology Enter Into Effect.,’’ Global 
Legal Monitor, Library of Congress, April 26, 2023; Congressional-Executive Commission on 
China, 2019 Annual Report (Washington: November 18, 2019), 45–46; Congressional-Executive 
Commission on China, 2020 Annual Report (Washington: December 2020), 243–44; Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on China, 2021 Annual Report (Washington: March 2022), 217–18; 
Congressional-Executive Commission on China, 2022 Annual Report (Washington: November 
2022), 262–64. 

74 Jeremy Daum, ‘‘Overview of Draft Measures on Generative AI,’’ China Law Translate, April 
14, 2023. 

75 Lea Mok, ‘‘HSBC Terminates Bank Accounts of Hong Kong Opposition Party League of So-
cial Democrats Without Giving Reason,’’ Hong Kong Free Press, June 5, 2023. 

76 Hong Kong League of Social Democrats (Shehui minzhu lianxian), ‘‘PayPal HK fa han 
zhongzhi fuwu. Jingqing zhichizhe gaiyong qita tujing juankuan’’ [PayPal HK sends a letter to 
terminate service. Supporters, please find other ways to donate], Facebook, October 12, 2022; 
Peter Lee, ‘‘PayPal HK Halts Payments to Hong Kong Pro-Democracy Group, Citing Unspecified 
‘Excessive Risks,’ ’’ Hong Kong Free Press, October 13, 2022. 

77 Peter Lee, ‘‘PayPal HK Halts Payments to Hong Kong Pro-Democracy Group, Citing Un-
specified ‘Excessive Risks,’ ’’ Hong Kong Free Press, October 13, 2022. 

78 Lea Mok, ‘‘HSBC Terminates Bank Accounts of Hong Kong Opposition Party League of So-
cial Democrats Without Giving Reason,’’ Hong Kong Free Press, June 5, 2023. 

79 Tom Grundy, ‘‘Hong Kong Opposition Party League of Social Democrats Urges HSBC to Re-
verse Unexplained Account Closures,’’ Hong Kong Free Press, June 19, 2023. 

80 Lea Mok, ‘‘HSBC Terminates Bank Accounts of Hong Kong Opposition Party League of So-
cial Democrats Without Giving Reason,’’ Hong Kong Free Press, June 5, 2023; Tom Grundy, 
‘‘Hong Kong Opposition Party League of Social Democrats Urges HSBC to Reverse Unexplained 
Account Closures,’’ Hong Kong Free Press, June 19, 2023; Peter Lee, ‘‘PayPal HK Halts Pay-
ments to Hong Kong Pro-Democracy Group, Citing Unspecified ‘Excessive Risks,’ ’’ Hong Kong 
Free Press, October 13, 2022. 

81 Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Fan Jiandie Fa [PRC Counterespionage Law], passed No-
vember 1, 2014, amended April 26, 2023, effective July 1, 2023. See also the following unofficial 
translation: ‘‘Counter-Espionage Law of the P.R.C. (2023 ed.),’’ translated in China Law Trans-
late, April 26, 2023. 

82 Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Fan Jiandie Fa [PRC Counterespionage Law], passed No-
vember 1, 2014, amended April 26, 2023, effective July 1, 2023; Todd Liao, ‘‘China’s New ‘Anti- 
Espionage Law’ Raises Complex Compliance Issues for Multinational Corporations,’’ Morgan 
Lewis, May 2023, 2–3, 5. See also the following unofficial translation: ‘‘Counter-Espionage Law 
of the P.R.C. (2023 ed.),’’ translated in China Law Translate, April 26, 2023. 

83 Todd Liao, ‘‘China’s New ‘Anti-Espionage Law’ Raises Complex Compliance Issues for Multi-
national Corporations,’’ Morgan Lewis, May 2023, 3–4. 

84 Elaine Yu and Dan Strumpf, ‘‘U.S. Companies in China Worry Due Diligence Will End in 
Spy Dramas,’’ Wall Street Journal, May 5, 2023. 

85 Michael Martina and Yew Lun Tian, ‘‘China Detains Staff, Raids Office of US Due Diligence 
Firm Mintz Group,’’ Reuters, March 24, 2023; Demetri Sevastopulo, Ryan McMorrow, and Leo 
Lewis, ‘‘Chinese Police Question Employees at Bain’s Shanghai Office,’’ Financial Times, April 
26, 2023. 

86 Michael Martina and Yew Lun Tian, ‘‘China Detains Staff, Raids Office of US Due Diligence 
Firm Mintz Group,’’ Reuters, March 24, 2023. 

87 James Pomfret and Engen Tham, ‘‘Exclusive: US Consultancy Mintz’s Executives Leave 
Hong Kong after China Raid,’’ Reuters, May 19, 2023. 

88 Demetri Sevastopulo, Ryan McMorrow, and Leo Lewis, ‘‘Chinese Police Question Employees 
at Bain’s Shanghai Office,’’ Financial Times, April 26, 2023. 

89 United States International Trade Commission, ‘‘Foreign Censorship, Part 2: Trade and 
Economic Effects on U.S. Businesses,’’ July 2022, 42. 

90 Freedom House, ‘‘China’’ in Freedom on the Net 2022: Countering an Authoritarian Over-
haul of the Internet, October 2022; United States International Trade Commission, ‘‘Foreign 
Censorship, Part 1: Policies and Practices Affecting U.S. Businesses,’’ February 2022, 36; 
Human Rights Foundation, ‘‘Corporate Intimidation & Censorship in China: Recommendations 
for Foreign Companies,’’ June 2020; How China Uses Economic Coercion to Silence Critics and 
Achieve Its Political Aims Globally, Hearing of the Congressional-Executive Commission on 
China, 117th Cong. (2021); Congressional-Executive Commission on China, 2022 Annual Report 
(Washington: November 2022), 261, 263–64. 

91 Human Rights Foundation, ‘‘Corporate Intimidation & Censorship in China: Recommenda-
tions for Foreign Companies,’’ June 2020; Freedom House, ‘‘China’’ in Freedom on the Net 2022: 
Countering an Authoritarian Overhaul of the Internet, October 2022. 

92 Seth Kaplan, ‘‘China’s Censorship Reaches Globally through WeChat,’’ Foreign Policy, Feb-
ruary 28, 2023. 

93 Yitong Wu and Chingman, ‘‘WeChat Warns Users Their Likes, Comments and Histories Are 
Being Sent to China,’’ Radio Free Asia, September 8, 2022. 

94 Seth Kaplan, ‘‘China’s Censorship Reaches Globally through WeChat,’’ Foreign Policy, Feb-
ruary 28, 2023. 

95 Acton Institute, ‘‘Acton Institute’s TikTok Account Suspended for Posting Content about 
Jimmy Lai Documentary, Hong Kong,’’ May 3, 2023. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:44 May 10, 2024 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 9903 Sfmt 9903 E:\CECC SF\FINAL CECC\INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS\BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS1 Msw
in

ds
or

2 
on

 L
A

P
4H

C
V

D
43

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IS

T
IL

LE
R



16 

Business and Human Rights 

96 Enes Freedom (@EnesFreedom), ‘‘I bought myself a second phone and downloaded Tiktok 
to start posting about #China’s human rights abuses. It literally took the #CCP one week to 
ban me permanently. Tiktok is a Chinese Communist surveillance vehicle!,’’ Twitter, March 23, 
2023, 11:09 a.m.; Drew Harwell, ‘‘TikTok Admits It Banned Former NBA Player Critical of 
China,’’ Washington Post, March 24, 2023. Enes Freedom’s TikTok account was reinstated after 
the March 23, 2023 congressional testimony of TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew in front of the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. David Shepardson and Rami Ayyub, ‘‘TikTok Congres-
sional Hearing: CEO Shou Zi Chew Grilled by US Lawmakers,’’ Reuters, March 24, 2023. 

97 Alexandra S. Levine, ‘‘TikTok Parent ByteDance’s ‘Sensitive Words’ Tool Monitors Discus-
sion of China, Trump, Uyghurs,’’ Forbes, May 1, 2023. 

98 Yitong Wu, ‘‘Youxi gongsi shencha yonghu wanjia fa mingan ci zao fengsha’’ [Gaming com-
pany censors users and players are banned for posting sensitive words], Radio Free Asia, June 
28, 2023. 

99 Helen Davidson, ‘‘Genshin Impact Players Say Chinese Game Censors ‘Taiwan’ and ‘Hong 
Kong’ Chat,’’ Guardian, October 8, 2020; Joseph Allen, ‘‘Genshin Impact Censors Hong Kong 
and Other Words in Chat,’’ TechRaptor, October 7, 2020; Josh Ye, ‘‘Western Gamers Up in Arms 
After Mega-Hit Genshin Impact Censors Words Like ‘Taiwan’ and ‘Hong Kong’ in Chat Feeds,’’ 
South China Morning Post, October 8, 2020. 

100 Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Gonghui Fa [PRC Trade Union Law], passed April 3, 1992, 
amended August 27, 2009, arts. 9–11; International Labour Organization, Interim Report—Re-
port No. 391, Case No. 3184 (China), Complaint date February 15, 2016, October 2019, para. 
149. 

101 China Labor Watch, ‘‘Abuse in the Printing Supply Chain,’’ January 31, 2023. 
102 China Labor Watch, ‘‘Abuse in the Printing Supply Chain,’’ January 31, 2023. 
103 China Labor Watch, ‘‘Abuse in the Printing Supply Chain,’’ January 31, 2023, 7. 
104 ‘‘Human Rights Advocates Raise Concerns That Milwaukee Tool Gloves Are Made with 

Forced Labour in a Chinese Prison; Incl. Co. Responses,’’ Business and Human Rights Resource 
Centre, December 22, 2022. 

105 ‘‘Human Rights Advocates Raise Concerns That Milwaukee Tool Gloves Are Made with 
Forced Labour in a Chinese Prison; Incl. Co. Responses,’’ Business and Human Rights Resource 
Centre, December 22, 2022. 

106 Zhen Wang, ‘‘Chinese Prisoners: We Were Forced to Make Milwaukee Tool Gloves for 
Cents Each Day,’’ Wisconsin Watch, May 4, 2023. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:44 May 10, 2024 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 9903 Sfmt 9903 E:\CECC SF\FINAL CECC\INDIVIDUAL CHAPTERS\BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS1 Msw
in

ds
or

2 
on

 L
A

P
4H

C
V

D
43

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IS

T
IL

LE
R



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


