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Findings

 • Research published this past year indicated that the rate of 
imprisonment for Turkic and Muslim individuals in the Xinji-
ang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR) was disproportionate-
ly high compared to China’s overall prison population. Accord-
ing to analysis published by the Uyghur Human Rights Project 
(UHRP) in April 2024, based on official figures, Uyghurs and 
members of other non-Han Chinese ethnic groups in the XUAR 
constituted 34 percent of the number of people estimated to be 
formally imprisoned in China, although these groups make up 
only one percent of the country’s population. UHRP’s analysis 
estimates that members of ethnic minority groups in the XUAR 
are formally imprisoned at more than 47 times the rate of Han 
Chinese people in the region, with 1 in every 26 ethnic minority 
XUAR residents imprisoned.

 • During this reporting year, authorities in the XUAR main-
tained a system of forced labor that involved Turkic and Mus-
lim individuals, shifting from a system involving former mass 
internment camp detainees to one that generally involves peo-
ple who have not been detained. According to observers, officials 
use forced labor programs to tighten political and social control 
over Uyghur and other communities in the XUAR. Official data 
show that authorities planned to transfer at least one million 
“surplus laborers” through the “poverty alleviation” program 
in 2023—a figure that did not include all types of forced labor 
transfers—and that this figure included a significant increase 
in the number of cross-provincial labor transfers.

 • New regulations took effect this reporting year in the XUAR 
that tightened limits on the religious practices of Muslim res-
idents in the region. In December 2023, the XUAR People’s 
Congress amended the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
Regulations on Religious Affairs (RRA), which took effect on 
February 1, 2024. The revised regulations focus on the need to 
“sinicize” religious practices and venues, in line with govern-
ment efforts to “sinicize” religious worship nationwide in recent 
years, and tighten restrictions on the establishment, construc-
tion, and renovation of places of worship. Human Rights Watch 
wrote that according to the text of the revised RRA, “[r]eligious 
venues are to be, effectively, training grounds that promote the 
values of the Chinese Communist Party to the people.”

 • Reports emerged this past year showing that Chinese author-
ities have continued implementing policies that infringe upon 
Uyghurs’ rights to maintain their own language and culture. In 
June 2024, Human Rights Watch published research findings, 
which it produced together with the Norway-based organization 
Uyghur Hjelp, showing that between 2009 and 2023, Chinese 
officials had changed the names of more than 600 villages tra-
ditionally inhabited by Uyghurs into names that removed their 
cultural or religious significance. In September 2023, three U.N. 
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special rapporteurs issued a press release expressing “grave 
concern” over reports of a “significant expansion” of the board-
ing school system in the XUAR. The three experts expressed 
concern over the fact that the boarding schools into which Uy-
ghur children are placed provide little to no instruction in the 
Uyghur language, and that these children are pressured to 
speak and learn only Mandarin Chinese.
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International Criticism of China over Human Rights Violations  
in the XUAR

During the Commission’s 2024 reporting year, countries and 
human rights organizations expressed concern over human rights 
conditions in the XUAR and called on the PRC to end human 
rights abuses in the region. In October 2023, 51 U.N. Member 
States released a joint statement calling upon China to end its 
human rights abuses in the XUAR, saying that “[m]embers of 
Uyghur and other predominantly Muslim minorities in Xinjiang 
continue to suffer serious violations of their human rights by the 
authorities of the People’s Republic of China.” 1 The statement, 
delivered at the U.N. General Assembly’s Third Committee, criti-
cized China for its failure to follow up on recommendations made 
by the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) in an August 2022 report that found that the PRC’s 
“arbitrary and discriminatory detention” of Uyghurs and other 
predominantly Muslim ethnic groups in the XUAR may consti-
tute crimes against humanity.2 During the January 2024 session 
of the U.N. Human Rights Council’s (UNHRC) Universal Peri-
odic Review (UPR) of the Chinese government’s human rights 
record, a number of U.N. Member States called on the PRC to 
improve human rights conditions in the XUAR and to implement 
the recommendations made in the OHCHR report.3 In its May 
31 response to the report of the U.N. Working Group on its UPR 
review, the PRC rejected such calls.4 In June 2024, human rights 
organizations called upon the OHCHR to take concrete actions 
to follow up on the recommendations it made in the August 2022 
report.5

Officials’ Comments on ‘‘Stability Maintenance’’ and 
Counterterrorism Signal Repression

During this reporting year, PRC officials stressed the importance 
of ‘‘maintaining social stability” and implementing counterterrorism 
efforts in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), in what 
human rights advocates feared signaled a continuation of repressive 
policies in the region. In August 2023, Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
visited Urumqi municipality, XUAR, where he told Communist Par-
ty and government officials that they must prioritize the mainte-
nance of social stability and heighten counterterrorism efforts.6 In 
the same speech, Xi called on officials to “more deeply promote the 
sinicization of Islam and effectively control all types of illegal reli-
gious activities.” 7 Human Rights Watch said Xi’s comments regard-
ing counterterrorism policies indicated “continuing crimes against 
humanity” in the region.8 In January 2024, the State Council re-
leased a white paper in support of legal measures enacted in the 
XUAR over the previous decade in order to combat terrorism.9 In 
May 2024, during a visit to the XUAR, top security official Chen 
Wenqing called for the “normalization” of counterterrorism efforts 
in the region and echoed Xi’s calls regarding the need to maintain 
regional social stability.10 On the day after Chen’s visit, a Ministry 
of Public Security spokesman said at a press conference that there 
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had not been a terrorist attack in China in more than seven years.11 
According to a May 2024 Radio Free Asia (RFA) report, risk analyst 
Anders Corr said in an interview that “[PRC officials] continue to 
prioritize so-called terrorism when there is no terrorism, and there 
never really were actual terrorists at all in Xinjiang. And so, that’s 
the unfortunate issue when they say that they’re normalizing coun-
terterrorism.” 12

Rate of Imprisonment Disproportionately High for Turkic Muslims

Research published this past year indicated that the rate of im-
prisonment for Turkic and Muslim individuals in the XUAR was 
disproportionately high compared to China’s overall prison popu-
lation.13 According to analysis published by the Uyghur Human 
Rights Project (UHRP) in April 2024, based on official figures, Uy-
ghurs and members of other non-Han Chinese ethnic groups in the 
XUAR constituted 34 percent of the number of people estimated 
to be formally imprisoned in China, although these groups make 
up only one percent of the country’s population.14 UHRP’s analysis 
estimates that members of ethnic minority groups in the XUAR are 
formally imprisoned at more than 47 times the rate of Han Chinese 
people in the region, with 1 in every 26 ethnic minority XUAR resi-
dents imprisoned.15 UHRP cited analysis of data on sentencing pro-
duced by the Xinjiang Victims Database showing that individuals in 
the XUAR had been sentenced to an average of 8.5 years in prison 
between 2016 and 2024.16

Uyghur Scholar Rahile Dawut Sentenced to Life Imprisonment

In September 2023, the San Francisco-based Dui Hua Foundation re-
ported that, according to a Chinese government source, authorities had 
sentenced Uyghur folklore scholar Rahile Dawut to life in prison for 
a crime related to endangering state security.17 Rahile Dawut, who for-
merly taught at Xinjiang University, was “disappeared,” or secretly de-
tained, by officials in December 2017.18 Authorities tried her in Decem-
ber 2018 at an intermediate people’s court in the XUAR, and the XUAR 
High People’s Court subsequently rejected an appeal.19 Rahile Dawut is 
one among hundreds of Turkic Muslim intellectuals whom authorities 
detained beginning in 2017 as they carried out mass detention in the 
XUAR.20

Additional cases of Turkic Muslims sentenced to long-term im-
prisonment that were reported this past year include the following:

 • Asqar Azatbek.21 In December 2023, Radio Free Asia (RFA) 
reported that in December 2017, Chinese police detained 41-year-
old Asqar Azatbek, an ethnic Kazakh and naturalized citizen of 
Kazakhstan, while he was on the Kazakhstan side of the border 
at the Khorgos International Center for Boundary Cooperation, 
which straddles the China-Kazakhstan border.22 Chinese police 
reportedly dragged him from a Kazakhstan border control office, 
where they had initially brought him for interrogation, into a 
car, and forcibly took him to the Chinese side of the border.23 
In December 2018, he was convicted of espionage and fraud by 
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the Ili (Yili) Kazakh Autonomous Prefecture (KAP) branch of 
the XUAR High People’s Court and sentenced to 20 years in 
prison, connected in part to his relationship with an individual 
from the representative office of Kazakhstan in Urumqi who 
the court verdict stated worked for Kazakhstan’s intelligence 
agency.24 Authorities held Asqar Azatbek in custody in a prison 
in Gansu province.25 Authorities twice refused family members 
permission to visit him in prison, and when they were allowed 
a brief visit on the third attempt, they said he appeared “very 
unwell.” 26

 • Erkin Tewekkul.27 In May 2024, RFA reported that around 
2018, an unknown court sentenced Uyghur high school princi-
pal Erkin Tewekkul of Urumqi to 12 years in prison, possibly 
in connection with supporting “separatists” and being “two-
faced.” 28 Authorities detained him in mid-2017 because he had 
insufficiently praised the Chinese government and Communist 
Party during classes and school meetings.29 While interrogating 
him in 2017, authorities criticized him for comforting students 
several years earlier whose parents had been arbitrarily de-
tained, and accused him of “separatism.” 30

As in the past reporting year,31 reports emerged documenting the 
deaths of individuals in prison or shortly after they were held in 
prison. Examples include the following:

 • Abdusemet Rozi, a 57-year-old Uyghur educator, researcher, 
and poet, died in a prison in or near Atush (Atushi) city, Kizil-
su (Kezilesu) Kyrgyz Autonomous Prefecture, in August 2023.32 
Authorities detained Abdusemet Rozi in 2017 and sentenced 
him to 20 years in prison in 2019 before releasing him for health 
reasons in 2021 and detaining him again in September 2022.33 
Authorities summoned members of his family after his death 
to inform them that he had died due to a heart problem, but 
they reportedly intimidated the family so they would not make 
inquiries about his death, including whether or not he had been 
tortured.34 Officials took his body directly to a cemetery instead 
of returning it to his family members.35

 • Muhter Nesirdin, a baker who was around 60 years old, 
died in a prison hospital in the XUAR in June 2023 after 
vomiting blood due to an unknown condition.36 Authorities 
reportedly sentenced him to 10 years in prison in 2017 on 
unknown charges, for reasons including his children’s partic-
ipation in family Quran studies.37 Police only allowed family 
members to see Muhter Nesirdin’s face and not his body after 
his death.38

 • Memettursun Imin, 32, was one of six individuals from 
Haneriq (Hannanlike) town, Yengisheher (Shule) county, 
Kashgar prefecture, confirmed to have died in prison.39 The 
cause of his death was unclear, but he was reportedly serving 
a prison term on a charge or charges related to accessing for-
eign websites.40 Authorities detained around 120 people from 
his village in 2017, often detaining older residents for hav-
ing listened to religious readings at weddings and funerals, 
and detaining younger residents for reasons related to their 
mobile phone usage.41 Memettursun Imin’s wife, 29-year-old 
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Uyghur Nurimangul Hashim, died following a police inter-
rogation after viewing her husband’s body, possibly from a 
heart attack or from being beaten by police.42 Her father, 
Hashim Qurban, died in prison three years earlier, and her 
mother, Gulqiz Helihem, was serving a prison sentence.43 
Both parents were detained after authorities accused them 
of engaging in “religious extremism.” 44

AUTHORITIES DETAIN ETHNIC KAZAKH JOURNALISTS AND SCHOLARS

During this reporting year, authorities detained a number of eth-
nic Kazakh journalists and intellectuals in the XUAR. Examples 
include the following:

 • Authorities in Urumqi detained Xinjiang TV journalists 
Kairat Domalin and Kuandyk Koben in or around April 
2024.45 As of July 2024, information regarding their where-
abouts and any charges against them remained unknown.46 
In an interview with RFA, Serikzhan Bilash, the founder of 
Atajurt Kazakh Human Rights, said authorities may have de-
tained Kuandyk Koben because of his documentation of histor-
ic buildings marginalized by officials in the XUAR.47 According 
to Serikzhan Bilash, authorities also detained several other 
well-known ethnic Kazakh journalists who had worked for the     
Xinjiang Daily newspaper and various magazines.48

 • In the latter part of 2023, police in the XUAR took 45-year-
old scholar Duman Zhaqyp into custody after he had been 
placed under “soft detention” for five years.49 He previously 
worked as an associate researcher at the Language Research 
Institute of the Xinjiang Academy of Social Sciences.50 It was 
unclear where authorities held Duman Zhaqyp following his 
2023 detention, or whether they filed any charges against 
him.51 RFA reported that according to a member of Ata-
jurt Kazakh Human Rights who is close to Duman Zhaqyp’s 
friends and relatives, authorities had placed him under soft 
detention because of his research on history and Kazakh lan-
guage and literature.52 Serikzhan Bilash also told RFA that 
authorities had recently detained more than a dozen ethnic 
Kazakhs in the XUAR literary sphere.53

U.N. SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR RAISES CASE OF GULSHAN ABBAS

In June 2024, U.N. Special Rapporteur on human rights defend-
ers Mary Lawlor called on PRC authorities to provide information 
regarding the whereabouts and health of imprisoned Uyghur doctor 
Gulshan Abbas, stating that she was “.  .  . appalled by the con-
tinued imprisonment of Gulshan Abbas in apparent retaliation for 
her sister’s criticism of the Chinese authorities’ treatment of Uy-
ghurs.” 54 In December 2020, relatives of Gulshan Abbas, citing an 
unnamed source, reported that Chinese authorities had sentenced 
her to 20 years in prison in March 2019.55 A Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs spokesman subsequently confirmed that authorities had sen-
tenced Gulshan Abbas to prison.56 Authorities initially detained her 
in the XUAR, in September 2018, six days after her sister Rushan 
Abbas spoke at a think tank in Washington, D.C. about Uyghur 
rights issues.57
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Forced Labor Involving Turkic and Muslim XUAR Residents

During this reporting year, authorities in the XUAR maintained a 
system of forced labor that involved Turkic and Muslim individuals, 
shifting from a system involving former mass internment camp de-
tainees to one that generally involves people who have not been de-
tained.58 According to observers, officials use forced labor programs 
to tighten political and social control over Uyghur and other commu-
nities in the XUAR.59 Under the framework of “poverty alleviation,” 
XUAR government authorities reportedly planned to significantly 
increase the transfer of ethnic minority workers to provinces outside 
the XUAR in 2023.60 Research produced by scholar Adrian Zenz in-
dicated Chinese officials’ recent expansion of forced labor transfers 
and plans to continue them through at least 2025.61 Official data 
show that authorities planned to transfer at least one million “sur-
plus laborers” through the “poverty alleviation” program in 2023—a 
figure that did not include all types of forced labor transfers—and 
that this figure included a significant increase in the number of 
cross-provincial labor transfers.62

In conjunction with forced labor programs targeting rural Uy-
ghurs, authorities have confiscated land held by Uyghur farmers 
and transferred the land use rights of Uyghur farmers to state-run 
cooperatives and developers.63 Farmers, who are forced into wage la-
bor, reportedly receive little to no compensation for the loss of their 
farmland.64 In one example, official media reported in November 
2023 that in a town in Mongghulkure (Zhaosu) county, Ili (Yili) Ka-
zakh Autonomous Prefecture (KAP), over 90 percent of agricultural 
land use rights had been transferred, and more than 500 laborers in 
one of the town’s villages had been transferred, following the trans-
fer of more than 1,600 acres of the village’s land.65 In May 2024, 
RFA reported that a Uyghur official from Ghulja (Yining) county, 
Ili KAP, had been sentenced to 10 years in prison in 2019, years 
after he advocated for local farmers who were being forced to sell 
their land to a company developing a tourist site.66 In April 2024, 
authorities detained a Uyghur villager in Qumul (Hami) municipal-
ity after she submitted a complaint to the government and posted 
a video on the social media platform Douyin in which she protested 
against officials’ confiscation of her land.67 Police deleted the video 
posted by the villager, known as Beliqiz, who had made a living 
by cultivating less than two acres of land.68 [For more information 
on forced labor involving Turkic and Muslim XUAR residents, see 
Chapter 14—Business and Human Rights.]
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Updated ILO Handbook Targets Uyghur Forced Labor

In February 2024, the International Labour Organization (ILO) up-
dated its guidelines on forced labor surveys to include a new chapter on 
state-imposed forced labor that discusses forced labor conditions prev-
alent in the XUAR and Tibetan areas of China.69 Scholar Adrian Zenz 
noted that the 2024 ILO Handbook included discussion of “labor trans-
fers” targeting minority populations, as well as the assertion that states 
use forced labor for political and not just economic reasons, both of which 
apply to the cases of Uyghur and Tibetan forced labor.70 While the ILO 
had published a preliminary set of guidelines to measure forced labor 
in 2012, these guidelines were limited by their technical nature and did 
not fully describe conditions such as the state-imposed forced labor that 
is common in the Uyghur case.71 The ILO also published a set of more 
widely known forced labor indicators in 2012, but these indicators were 
not designed to measure state-imposed forced labor occurring outside of 
detention facilities, such as the type of labor employed by PRC author-
ities in the XUAR and Tibetan areas.72 [For more information on the 
updated ILO guidelines, see Chapter 10—Human Trafficking.]

Population Control Measures Reduce Uyghur Birth Rates

Reports published this past year documented the reduction in 
birth rates in recent years among the Uyghur population in the 
XUAR, due to authorities’ implementation of population control 
measures in the region. An analysis of official PRC data published 
in March 2024 by Björn Alpermann of the University of Würzburg 
in Germany showed that birth restrictions enforced against Uyghur 
women in the XUAR were among the factors that had led to a de-
crease in the growth rate of the Uyghur population.73 Alpermann 
noted that the increase in the Uyghur population in the last decade 
had also been stunted by factors including the mass detention of 
young men and women in the XUAR, and, indirectly, by the separa-
tion of children from their parents.74 Alpermann additionally noted 
that 2020 census data showed an increase in the Han Chinese pop-
ulation in the XUAR between 2010 and 2020, which he attributed 
to state-led migration of Han Chinese to the region.75 Both Alp-
ermann, in his piece, and Zenz, in a separate article, wrote that 
PRC officials had attempted to “optimize” the ethnic composition 
of the XUAR through methods including birth restrictions on the 
Uyghur population and increasing the Han Chinese population in 
the region.76 In July 2023, in its submission in advance of the U.N. 
Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review of the Chinese 
government’s human rights record, the Uyghur Human Rights Proj-
ect highlighted the PRC’s efforts to reduce the birth rate of the Uy-
ghur population through forced sterilization and other forced family 
planning measures.77

Congressional Hearing Sheds Light on Organ Harvesting

At a March 2024 Commission hearing, experts testified about 
the practice of organ harvesting in China, and the state-sponsored 
trade in human organs, which caters to both foreign and domes-
tic patients.78 Scholar Matthew Robertson of Australian National       
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University attested to the vulnerability of Uyghurs to organ har-
vesting, due to factors including the forced collection of biometric 
data in detention and the lack of accountability for deaths in cus-
tody.79 Commission Chair Chris Smith and Co-Chair Jeff Merkley 
called for the passage of the Stop Forced Organ Harvesting Act, 
which authorizes sanctions for those involved in the illegal traffick-
ing of human organs.80

Freedom of Religion

XUAR government officials curtailed Muslim residents’ freedom 
to practice their religious beliefs, including by holding Turkic Mus-
lims in detention for observing their faith.81 During this reporting 
year, Chinese leader Xi Jinping and XUAR Communist Party Sec-
retary Ma Xingrui emphasized the need to “sinicize” Islam in the 
region, which both officials tied to the issue of regional security.82 As 
in previous reporting years,83 XUAR authorities placed restrictions 
on Muslims’ observance of Ramadan.84 An Economist reporter ob-
served during a visit to the XUAR that Muslim residents appeared 
to be prohibited from fasting during the Ramadan period, and some 
mosques in Urumqi and Turpan municipality had been closed, re-
purposed, or partially demolished.85 Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported 
that officials in different cities in the region used surveillance, the 
distribution of free food, and mandatory attendance at events to 
prevent Muslims from fasting.86 RFA also reported that during the 
Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha (Qurban Eid in Uyghur) on June 17, 
security personnel in various locations in the XUAR held activities 
for Uyghurs aimed at distancing them from observing the religious 
elements of the holiday and strengthening their loyalty to the Chi-
nese government and Communist Party.87 For instance, on the eve 
of the holiday, in Guchung (Qitai) county, Changji Hui Autonomous 
Prefecture, police asked Uyghur “relatives” with whom they had 
been matched in an earlier surveillance program to watch movies 
about communism at a museum.88
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Amended Regulations Further Restrict Religious Freedom 
in the XUAR

New regulations took effect this reporting year in the XUAR that 
tightened limits on the religious practices of Muslim residents in the 
region. In December 2023, the XUAR People’s Congress amended the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region Regulations on Religious Affairs 
(RRA), which took effect on February 1, 2024.89 The revised regulations 
focus on the need to “sinicize” religious practices and venues, in line with 
government efforts to “sinicize” religious worship nationwide in recent 
years, and tighten restrictions on the establishment, construction, and 
renovation of places of worship.90 In addition, the revised regulations 
contain a new chapter mandating official control over religious education 
and ensuring the cultivation of “patriotic religious talents.” 91 The RRA 
were first issued in 1994 92 and last amended in 2014.93 The 2014 regu-
lations broadened XUAR officials’ authority to limit religious practices, 
control online expression, and restrict the wearing of beards or attire 
perceived to have religious connotations.94 Human Rights Watch wrote 
that according to the text of the revised RRA, “[r]eligious venues are to 
be, effectively, training grounds that promote the values of the Chinese 
Communist Party to the people.” 95

[For more information on official restrictions on Muslims’ right to 
practice their faith throughout China, see Chapter 3—Freedom of 
Religion.]

Official Policies Violate Uyghurs’ Right to  
Maintain Their Own Language and Culture

Reports emerged this past year showing that Chinese authorities 
have continued implementing policies that infringe upon Uyghurs’ 
right to maintain their own language and culture.96 The freedom of 
ethnic minority groups to express their cultural and religious iden-
tities is guaranteed by the PRC Regional Ethnic Autonomy Law 97 
and international law such as the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights.98 In June 2024, Human Rights Watch 
published research findings, which it produced together with the 
Norway-based organization Uyghur Hjelp, showing that between 
2009 and 2023, Chinese officials changed the names of more than 
600 villages traditionally inhabited by Uyghurs into names that re-
moved their cultural or religious significance.99 Officials implement-
ed most of the name changes between 2017 and 2019, at a time of 
escalating repression of human rights in the XUAR, in southern 
areas of the region where Uyghurs comprise the majority of the pop-
ulation.100 Authorities altered village names containing references 
to Uyghurs’ cultural and religious practices, as well as to Uyghur 
historical narratives, and replaced them with names such as “Hap-
piness,” “Unity,” and “Harmony.” 101 Reacting to the changes in an 
interview with RFA, Maya Wang, acting China director at Human 
Rights Watch, said, “On a very fundamental level, erasing the sym-
bols of people, the language and culture, is about erasing who they 
are and teaching them to fear.” 102
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UYGHUR CHILDREN IN BOARDING SCHOOLS AT RISK OF  
LOSING LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

In September 2023, the U.N. Special Rapporteur on minority is-
sues, Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, and Special 
Rapporteur on education issued a press release expressing “grave 
concern” over reports of a “significant expansion” of the boarding 
school system in the XUAR.103 The three experts expressed concern 
over the fact that the boarding schools into which Uyghur children 
are placed provide little to no instruction in the Uyghur language, 
and that these children are pressured to speak and learn only Man-
darin Chinese.104 The experts also voiced concern over the forcible 
separation of children from their families and communities, saying 
that the policy would “undermine their ties to their cultural, reli-
gious and linguistic identities.” 105 The experts also noted the recent 
closure of schools in the XUAR where students had been taught in 
Uyghur and other ethnic minority languages.106 Many of the ethnic 
minority children placed in boarding schools have reportedly had 
at least one parent in detention, and authorities have placed some 
children in orphanages or other state-run facilities while forcing 
or coercing their parents to work.107 The forcible displacement of 
ethnic minority children has been carried out in violation of the 
PRC Law on the Protection of Minors and the U.N. Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, which the PRC has signed and ratified.108 
[For information on the placement of Tibetan children in boarding 
schools, see Chapter 17—Tibet.]

Transnational Repression of Uyghurs and Other Turkic Muslims

Reports published this past year documented the PRC’s contin-
ued transnational repression of Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims, 
through harassment and intimidation, to prevent them from speak-
ing out about human rights conditions in the XUAR.109 In February 
2024, authorities in Turkey detained six individuals for allegedly 
spying on local Uyghurs and Uyghur groups on behalf of PRC au-
thorities.110 In May, shortly after Xi Jinping conducted a state visit 
to France, a group of unidentified individuals gathered at the home 
of Paris-based Uyghur Gulbahar Jelilova, rang the doorbell of her 
apartment, and called her cell phone.111 Dilnur Reyhan, president of 
the European Uyghur Institute, said the visit may have been meant 
to intimidate Gulbahar Jelilova, who was previously detained at 
multiple mass internment camps in the XUAR.112

UYGHURS IN THAILAND

A group of more than 40 Uyghur asylum seekers remained in 
immigration detention in Bangkok, Thailand, reportedly due to PRC 
pressure on Thai authorities not to allow them to seek refuge in a 
third country.113 The detainees were among 500 Uyghurs who fled 
the XUAR to Thailand and other Southeast Asian countries around 
a decade ago in hopes of reaching Turkey.114 In February 2024, two 
U.N. working groups and six U.N. special rapporteurs wrote a letter 
to the Thai government expressing concern about the conditions in 
which the Uyghurs were being held and asking for an investiga-
tion into the deaths of five Uyghurs previously held in immigration     
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detention, attributing the deaths to “their prolonged detention, in-
humane conditions in which they were held, and inadequate medi-
cal care.” 115 [For more information on the transnational repression 
of Turkic Muslims, see Chapter 20—Human Rights Violations in the 
U.S. and Globally.]
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