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Distinguished Members of the Commission: 

Thank you for inviting me to share my experience of, and in, being a target of transnational 
repression. 

Since the 2019 political crackdown in Hong Kong, many Hong Kongers now live in exile or 
abroad to continue our fight for freedom and democracy. In this battle against the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP)—a regime that tolerates no voice of opposition—even though my story 
can be unique, I am far from being the only one who is living every day life with the default 
assumption of being watched and the constant anticipation of being harassed. As I speak, 
hundreds of thousands of American residents and citizens are susceptible to the terror and horror 
of transnational repression. 

My first encounter of transnational repression began in 2019, when Hong Kong held its largest 
pro-democracy protests with two million people on the streets. I was a student at New York 
University at the time and organized, anonymously, events and campaigns in support of the 
people’s struggle for freedom. Soon, events I organized were brought to the attention of the 
Chinese Students and Scholars Association (CSSA), a Chinese government-backed organization 
that has been documented to surveil activities on college campuses outside China. At least a 
hundred pro-CCP students showed up to the event I organized and began taking photos and 
videos to identify us. These photos were later circulated online in Chinese social media 
platforms. That was the first moment I thought I was being watched on American soil. Even 
though there was no hard evidence of surveillance after the event, the design of transnational 
repression does not require proof for individuals to feel its impact: as long as you feel watched, 
you are repressed. And this was only a prologue. 

In the next few years, my advocacy journey eventually took me to becoming a public advocate 
based in Washington, where I led the Hong Kong Democracy Council, a PRC-sanctioned 
organization, as its Executive Director and championed legislative and research efforts on US-
Hong Kong relations. After having testified before this Commission in May, 2023 about the loss 
of political autonomy in Hong Kong and its implications for the United States, the Hong Kong 
government issued a HK$1 million bounty on my head with an arrest warrant based on 
“collusion with foreign forces.” This specific action gave the government legal grounds, albeit 
unjustifiably extraterritorial, to further their targeted efforts, leading to the freezing of my asset 
and revocation of my passport. More rounds of bounties have been subsequently issued to other 
activists-in-exile, including Carmen Lau and Frances Hui. Today, 34 pro-democracy activists 
carry similar bounties around the world, at least four reside in America.  



The bounty put a target on my back. Propaganda media, pro-CCP extremists, and online internet 
trolls followed the sign to fabricate stories and labels about me, and it was only the beginning of 
a series of transnational repression campaign. 

In November 2023, when Chinese leader Xi Jinping visited San Francisco for the APEC Summit, 
I organized campaigns to protest against Xi and to bar entry of Hong Kong Chief Executive John 
Lee, a sanctioned Hong Kong government official. Having succeeded in barring John Lee from 
entering the United States, which this Commission supported, what followed was an outpouring 
of threats to “bounty hunt,” kidnap, rape, and even to kill me on American soil. The Hong 
Konger and Tibetan community banded together during the San Francisco protests and ensured 
that I was accompanied and surrounded by fellow protesters for my entire trip, yet we still 
documented at least 34 counts of harassment, intimidation, and assault on the ground against 
other protesters. I was stalked by suspicious individuals and dismissed by local police who were 
oblivious to the threats of transnational repression. Although I was physically in the United 
States, my physical safety felt thoroughly threatened as if I was teleported back to the streets of 
Hong Kong. 

With news of bounties and threats, a chilling effect rippled in the pro-democracy community: 
American or not, people began to shy away from commenting on the atrocities of the CCP 
publicly, some stopped showing up to events, and a few decided to completely erase their records 
of supporting our movement. No matter where people are, it feels there is no escape from the 
authoritarian governance and policing of the CCP. 

Nonetheless, I and my fellow activists never backed down and persisted. In 2024, I advocated for 
the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office Certification Act, urging the US government to 
review and certify the current status held by the three Hong Kong government offices on 
American soil. The bill was passed in the House by the end of 2024, marking strong momentum 
and plenty American support behind Hong Kong’s pro-democracy movement in spite of the 
government’s whitewashing campaigns. 

This sense of hope, brought by persistence, is what the regime fears most, and so the regime 
struck back. 

In May 2025, when I was visiting London to bring attention to London’s and Europe’s HKETO, I 
received a devastating piece of news: my father was arrested and charged. Finally, the CCP 
decided to unleash its most sophisticated, most tried-and-true, and the cruelest weapon of 
psychological abuse. They have decided to hold my father and family hostage. Propaganda 
started pouring in with the intention to rile up my sense of guilt and to lure me back to Hong 
Kong. The trial that followed was of fabricated charges and bent logic involving an insurance 
policy my father purchased when I was two years old. My father was essentially charged, 
convicted, and imprisoned for being my father. The regime attempted to dismantle my 



determination, smear my reputation, and sow fear in the network around me. They weaponized 
my love for my family in an attempt to can silence me forever. 

I speak to you today as my 70-year-old father sits in jail 8,000 miles away. I speak today as 
someone with a HK$1 million bounty on my head. I speak today as a target of rampant 
transnational repression. And I also speak today as someone standing my ground to combat this 
urgent human rights and national security threat in America. 

While this is the first time the Hong Kong government holds a family member hostage to 
retaliate, it is not China’s first, and it will hardly be the last. 

My lived experience illustrates the diverse strategies the CCP deploys to escalate severity of 
transnational repression, including instituting legal apparatus, threatening physical safety, 
dismantling social network by instilling fears, and taking hostage of people to induce 
psychological trauma. To achieve this goal, the CCP has formed a sophisticated web consisting 
the united front, propaganda media, pro-CCP extremists, and its formal government agencies. 

When the Chinese Communist Party launches centralized efforts to silence Americans, the US 
government should implement coordinated policies that proactively prevent efforts to silence 
American residents and citizens. Federal and state agencies should receive more education and 
training to recognize and combat the threats. Accountability must be sought for perpetrators. 

We are at the tipping point of history: if the United States does not push back, the People’s 
Republic of China will further push the bottom line to intensify its transnational repression 
campaigns, more Americans can be silenced via intimidation, economic coercion, and most 
devastatingly, hostage taking. I stand with civil society to urge immediate action from the United 
States Congress by passing the Transnational Repression Policy Act. Coining a definition for 
transnational repression is crucial in establishing better and more elaborate mechanisms to 
combat this complex foreign-domestic issue. 

No matter how hard the fight, I am stilling fighting for freedom, human rights, and democracy 
here with countless Americans who share the same mission. Fighting for these fundamental 
values should not be a crime, and it should never be a reason for receiving threats, being 
assaulted, or having your family taken as hostages, especially not in America. It is my most 
sincere hope that we can continue our advocacy without the assumed transnational repression 
here on American soil one day. 


