U.S. Congressional Hearing

I was born in the north of China — Fangzheng County, Heilongjiang Province. In 1986, I was
admitted to Peking University, where I experienced the Tiananmen incident during my time
there. Not long afterward, I became a Christian with the help of some fellow believers. In 1992, 1
was admitted to Yanjing Theological Seminary in Beijing, and after graduating I stayed on to
teach there for six years. In 2001, I was ordained as a pastor by a church in Beijing. In 2002, 1
resigned and went to the United States to study. From 2002 to 2007, I studied at Fuller
Theological Seminary in the United States and earned a Doctor of Ministry degree.

After returning to China in 2007, I founded Beijing Zion Church. The church grew rapidly. But
we also experienced all kinds of persecution from the government. For example, the government
put pressure on the landlords to terminate our leases, police came to stop church activities and
demanded that attendees register their ID cards, police came and cut off the water and power of
our meeting place. But amid all this pressure, the church kept growing. By 2018, it had grown
into a congregation of 1,500 people.

In March 2018, the local government wanted to install 24 surveillance cameras in the sanctuary,
which the church resisted for the sanctity of the Church and the protection of our congregants.
Because of this, the relationship between the church and the government fell into conflict. On the
afternoon of September 9, the government mobilized several hundred police to forcibly shut
down the Zion Church sanctuary, and the congregation was scattered.

Starting in 2018, believers under persecution organized gatherings and spread the gospel in
various ways. After the pandemic began, the church started using Zoom and other online means
to hold worship, teaching, and prayer meetings. Believers scattered across different cities
preached the gospel and organized gatherings; pastors traveled around to strengthen believers’
faith and began planting new churches. By 2025, we had expanded to nearly a hundred meeting
points across 40 cities.

On July 2, 2024, China’s Ministry of Public Security set up a special task force to investigate and
apply pressure. Starting on October 9, 2025, arrests were carried out simultaneously in 11 cities
across the country. Around 30 pastors and church leaders were taken by the public security
bureaus. In the end, 18 pastors and church leaders were criminally detained at the detention
center in Beihai city, Guangxi Province.

During detention, our basic rights were severely restricted. We were not able to have normal
correspondence with our families. The only channel for communicating with the outside world
was through lawyers. But the lawyers we hired were subjected to ongoing persecution. Some
lawyers had their licenses revoked, and even their law firms were shut down or ordered to
suspend operations for “rectification.” Some lawyers were intimidated and one even ultimately
decided to go into exile abroad. In recent days our lawyers have again been persecuted — at least
three lawyers were forced to withdraw from defending our pastors and co-workers.



I was not mistreated during my detention, most likely because Secretary of State Rubio issued a
statement within three days after the incident, and 33 members of Congress publicly issued
statements and expressed concern.

When we were arrested, the charge was “illegal use of the internet.” But by the time our cases
were referred to the prosecutor’s office, the charges had been changed to “illegal business
operations” and “fraud.” They treated the church’s internal leadership training activities as illegal
business operations, and treated believers’ offerings and support for pastors as fraudulent
activity. This is a tremendous insult and a vicious attack on the Christian faith.

On July 3, without any notice whatsoever, I was taken out of the detention center and brought to
Guangzhou Airport, where the prosecutor’s office withdrew the indictment against me, and I was
put on a plane bound for the United States. It was only through the U.S. Embassy’s consular
officer that I learned this happened because President Trump had specifically requested my
release from President Xi Jinping during his visit to China!

Reuniting with my family after eight years apart, and watching the fireworks together on
America’s 250th Independence Day, felt like a dream. Even as I enjoy such freedom and joy
with my family, I still cannot stop thinking of and worrying about my eight co-workers who
remain imprisoned. There are also quite a few pastors [ know from the other churches who are
still imprisoned.

I sincerely hope that members of Congress will continue to pay attention to religious persecution
and human rights within China. I hope that this meeting between the two heads of state can
produce genuine consensus and breakthroughs in improving China’s human rights situation and
ending the persecution of religious believers.

Jin Mingri (Ezra Jin)
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